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People line up to buy face masks from 
a medical supply company in Nanning 
in southern China’s Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region on Wednesday. 

Chinatopix/AP 


Spreading fear 


Number of confirmed virus cases in China tops SARS as evacuations begin 


By Ken Moritsugu 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — Countries began evacu¬ 
ating their citizens Wednesday from the 
Chinese city hardest-hit by a new virus 
that has now infected more people in 
China than were sickened in the coun¬ 
try by SARS. 

The number of confirmed cases 
jumped to 5,974, surpassing the 5,327 
in mainland China during the SARS 
outbreak in 2002-2003. 

The death toll rose to 132, which is 
still lower than the 348 people who 
were killed in China by SARS, or severe 
acute respiratory syndrome. Scientists 
say there are still many questions to be a Mass Transit Railway official wears a protective face 
answered about the new virus, includ- mask at the high speed train station in Hong Kong. 



Achmad Ibrahim/AP 


■ American evacuees 
get temporary housing 
at Calif, base Page s 


ing just how transmissible and severe 
it is. 

Chartered planes carrying about 200 
evacuees each arrived in Japan and the 
United States early Wednesday, as other 
countries planned similar evacuations 
from the city of Wuhan, which authori¬ 
ties have shut down to try to contain the 
virus. 

The first cases in the Middle East 

SEE VIRUS ON PAGE 8 


Review: Focus 
on fighting 
led to SOCOM 
ethics lapses 

By Robert Burns 
AND Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Episodic 
misconduct and ethical lapses 
among U.S. special operations 
forces, like the Navy SEALs and 
Army Green Berets, stem from 
a culture that puts too much em¬ 
phasis on fighting and too little on 
developing good leaders, an in- 
depth review has concluded. 

This imbalance has evolved 
from two decades of nearly con¬ 
tinuous combat and has produced 
“potential cracks” in the founda¬ 
tion of the forces, the report re¬ 
leased Tuesday said. 

The report offers an unusually 
pointed look at shortcomings in a 
segment of the U.S. military that 
is known for daring missions like 
the raids that killed Osama bin 
Laden in Pakistan in 2011 and Is¬ 
lamic State founder Abu Bakr al- 
Baghdadi in Syria last October. 

A number of recent cases of 
alleged misconduct have raised 
deep concern and marred the 
record of the special operations 
forces, which also include Delta 
Force commandos, as well as Air 
Force and Marine special opera¬ 
tions troops. They are called on 
often for high-risk operations be¬ 
cause of their elite training and 
agility. 

President Donald Trump’s con¬ 
troversial intervention in some 
recent disciplinary cases has 
added a political twist. 

An Army Green Beret was 
facing trial last December for 
allegedly killing a suspected 
bomb-maker during a 2010 de¬ 
ployment to Afghanistan. But in 
November, Trump pardoned Mqj. 
Mathew Golsteyn, saying he had 
been treated unfairly. 

Last May, Navy SEAL Adam 
Matthews was sentenced to one 
year in military prison for his 
role in the 2017 hazing-related 
death of an Army Green Beret in 
Africa. And in July, a Navy SEAL 
SEE LAPSES ON PAGE 7 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

GM's Detroit plant going all-electric next year 


By David Welch 

Bloomberg 

General Motors affirmed plans 
to build electric pickups and 
SUVs at its Detroit-Hamtramck 
plant and scheduled the start of 
production for late next year. 

Output of electric Cruise Ori¬ 
gin driverless vehicles will follow 
soon after the initial pickups roll 
off the line, GM said in a state¬ 
ment on Monday. The automaker 
committed to investing $2.2 bil¬ 
lion in the factory as part of the 


labor agreement reached last 
year with the United Auto Work¬ 
ers union. 

GM’s investment saves a fac¬ 
tory that was marked for closure 
over a year ago. Detroit-Ham¬ 
tramck will become GM’s second 
plant in Michigan making plug-in 
models, as Chief Executive Offi¬ 
cer Mary Barra bets on a demand 
for electric vehicles that only 
Tesla Inc. has sold in significant 
volume thus far. 

“It’s not if, it’s when,’’ GM 
President Mark Reuss said of 


EVs catching on with consumers. 
“Nothing happens by turning on a 
light switch, making vehicles and 
seeing consumers adopt them. 
But the turning point is now and 
we have to plan for adoption.” 

Once fully operational, the 
Detroit-Hamtramck plant will 
employ 2,200 workers, according 
to GM. The automaker plans to 
build a family of EVs at the fac¬ 
tory, including a Hummer truck 
that will be sold by GMC dealers, 
people familiar with the matter 
said earlier this month. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 30).$1.1284 

Dollar buys (Jan. 30).€0.8862 

British pound (Jan. 30).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Jan. 30).106.00 

South Korean won (Jan. 30).1,146.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3087 

Canada (Doilar).1.3193 

China (Yuan) 6 9368 

Denmark (Krone).6.7952 

Egypt (Pound).15.8010 

Euro.$1.0997/0.9093 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7731 

Hungary (Forint).306.84 

Israel (Shekel).3.4579 

Japan (Yen) 109 05 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3040 

Norway (Krone).9.1622 

Philippines (Peso).50.87 

Poland (Zloty) 3 90 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7519 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3618 

South Korea (Won).1,179.79 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9754 

Thailand (Baht).30.94 

Turkey (Lira).5.9595 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocal military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Federai funds market rate.1.55 

3-month bill.1.55 

30-year bond.2.09 
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Report calls for revamped Indo-Pacific strategy 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. and its allies must es¬ 
tablish new rules, norms and insti¬ 
tutions in the Indo-Pacific region 
as a means of blunting China’s 
growing military and economic 
might there, recommends a con- 
gressionally mandated report re¬ 
leased Tuesday. 

The report, “Rising to the China 
Challenge: Renewing American 
Competitiveness in the Indo-Pa¬ 
cific,” authored by the think tank 
Center for New American Securi¬ 
ty, was a requirement in the 2019 
National Defense Authorization 
Act to assess how best to imple¬ 
ment the Pentagon’s defense 
strategy in the Indo-Pacific. 

The 2017 National Security 
Strategy and 2018 National De¬ 
fense Strategy identified so- 
called “great-power” competition 


as the new driving force behind 
the Defense Department’s deci¬ 
sions and force structuring rath¬ 
er than counterterrorism. The 
competition between the United 
States and China is of premier 
importance. 

The U.S. has sought to main¬ 
tain the post-World War II order 
of a “free and open” Indo-Pacific 
defined by free trade, recognition 
of international law, transparency 
and good governance. 

The report’s comparison of that 
to a potential China-led order was 
stark. Features would include 
“the People’s Liberation Army 
controlling the South and East 
China Seas; regional countries 
sufficiently coerced into acqui¬ 
escing to China’s preferences on 
military, economic, and diplo¬ 
matic matters; an economic order 
in which Beijing sets trade and 
investment rules in its favor, with 


dominance over leading technol¬ 
ogies, data, and standards; and 
Beijing with de facto rule over 
Taiwan and agenda-setting power 
over regional institutions.” 

The postwar order champi¬ 
oned by America, however, “has 
proved insufficient in curbing 
China’s ability and desire to chal¬ 
lenge vital U.S. interests in the 
region,” the report said. 

For example, existing rules for 
contested domains such as eco¬ 
nomics, defense, technology and 
information are inadequate. 

The lengthy report includes 
specific proposals for creating 
new trade and technology stan¬ 
dards, multilateral methods for 
coordinating on technology is¬ 
sues, new human-rights norms 
regarding “digital freedom,” a 
highly networked regional secu¬ 
rity architecture and greater co¬ 
operation with regional partners 


on matters such as artificial intel¬ 
ligence and telecommunications. 

Prioritizing the “China chal¬ 
lenge” will require U.S. “willing¬ 
ness to make hard tradeoffs in 
other regions and with other is¬ 
sues,” the report said. 

“Managing the China chal¬ 
lenge should be an organizing 
principle of U.S. foreign policy, 
not just one among many other 
pressing priorities in the world,” 
the report said. 

While this more robust strategy 
would require a whole-of-govern- 
ment approach, the report said, it 
is crucial for the U.S. to sustain 
conventional military deterrence 
with China. 

“While the United States still 
retains an overall military ad¬ 
vantage over China, the gap has 
closed considerably over the last 
two decades and, absent urgent 
change, the regional balance may 


tip in China’s favor by the late 
2020s or early 2030s,” the report 
said. “In certain scenarios, the 
military balance may already 
disadvantage the United States. 
In short, the United States needs 
a new American way of war.” 

The report recommends the 
Defense Department focus on the 
U.S. military’s underlying vul¬ 
nerability to Chinese “systems 
destruction” warfare, by which 
damage to a critical component 
results in systemic failure. 

U.S. air bases, aircraft carriers 
and surface vessels are too vul¬ 
nerable to Chinese air and mis¬ 
sile attacks, while intelligence 
and surveillance are “brittle” to 
cyberattacks, the report said. In 
addition, U.S. ports and airfields 
are vulnerable to cyber and phys¬ 
ical attacks. 

orson.wyatt@stripes.com 

Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Okinawa Marines laud 
new metal 3D printer 


Marine Staff Sgt. Quincy Reynolds of the III Marine Expeditionary Force's 3rd Maintenance Battalion 
shows off the furnace for the unit's new Markforged Metal X 3D printer at Camp Kinser, Okinawa, 
earlier this month. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP KINSER, Okinawa 
— Members of the III Marine 
Expeditionary Force now have 
a cutting-edge metal 3D printer 
they say will pay dividends in cost 
and efficiency when it comes to 
manufacturing vehicle or weapon 
parts in the Indo-Pacific region. 

The Markforged Metal X 3D 
printer arrived at the 3rd Main¬ 
tenance Battalion shop at Camp 
Kinser piece by piece, finally 
becoming operational in Decem¬ 
ber, Marine officials said. Using 
spools of powdered stainless steel, 
tool steel and nickel alloy, it can 
simultaneously produce multiple 
metal parts that would be other¬ 
wise difficult to machine or cast. 

Ill MEF is the first expedi¬ 
tionary force to receive one of 
the $150,000 machines, said 3rd 
Marine Logistics Group spokes¬ 
woman 1st Lt. Tori Sharpe. 

The printer is expected to free 
up Marines who would otherwise 
spend hours carving parts out of 
blocks of metal, save money on 
waste and avoid the downtime as¬ 
sociated with ordering parts from 
the United States. 

Plastic 3D printers “are great 
for prototyping, but where they 
fall short is, it’s very few [fin¬ 
ished] components that they’re 
able to produce,” said shop fore¬ 
man Staff Sgt. Quincy Reynolds, 
36, of Baltimore. 

Reynolds said plastic 3D print¬ 
ers have been in the fleet for only 
four or five years. 

“Whereas with our new metal 
3D printer, that opens up a whole 
new world for us,” he said. “This 
piece of equipment is able to save 
time with the multiple prints and 
then you’re able to have a com¬ 
pleted [piece] ... that does not 
need any machining.” 

Reynolds’ shop has 12 Marines 
who spend their days repair¬ 


ing components for vehicles and 
weapon systems for all III MEF 
units, he said. This can mean 
milling parts out of blocks of 
metal, which can be both waste¬ 
ful and time consuming. 

This process, known as sub¬ 
tractive manufacturing, often re¬ 
quires multiple tool changes and 
the dedicated attention of at least 
one Marine working on a single 
piece for eight to 12 hours at a 
time. One miscalculation and the 
entire process must start over. 

The Metal X 3D printer can 
print multiple pieces at the same 
time, Reynolds said. Once a Ma¬ 
rine makes sure the print’s base 
layers are correct at the outset, it 
can be left alone to finish the job, 
freeing up that Marine. There is 
also little to no waste. 

Marines can now take on as 
many as four projects at a time, 
Reynolds said. 

With the Metal X, Marines can 
design their own parts for print¬ 
ing in a computer-aided design 
program called SolidWorks or 
download approved blueprints 
from the Marine Corps system, 
Reynolds said. 

The printer comes in three sep¬ 
arate stations, Reynolds said. The 
first is the printer itself, which 
prints metal objects as large as 13 
inches square and bound in plas¬ 
tic on a build plate. The next stage 
is a wash-and-dry station, which 
soaks the printed piece in liquid 
argon to remove the plastic sup¬ 
port filament. 

The final station is a 290-cubic- 
inch, coil-heated furnace, Reyn¬ 
olds said. The pieces cook for as 
long as 27 hours at up to 2,700 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit and are infused 
with gases that solidify the metal. 
Some finished products can even 
be welded. 

The only drawback to the Metal 
X is the furnace size, Reynolds 
said, which is about half of the 
printer capacity. He said plans 



Reynolds holds a .50 caliber 
machine gun gauge made by 
their new metal 3D printer. 


are already in the works to up¬ 
grade to a larger furnace. 

The battalion’s goal is to be 
able to print or manufacture any 
metal part that III MEF needs, 
Reynolds said. Thus far, they have 
made gauges for .50-caliber ma¬ 
chine guns, sockets for wrenches 
and a piece to test weapon optics 
at the armory. 

They hope to expand their port¬ 


folio in the days to come. 

“We’re asking units, ‘Hey, just 
give us a problem. Let us figure 
out the solution for you,”’ he said. 
“Right now, the sky is the limit 


honestly with this printer. If you 
can think of it, we can literally do 
it.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 



Photos by Matt BuHKE/Stars and Stripes 



A part used to test weapon optics rests on the build plate of the 3rd 
Maintenance Battalion's new Markforged Metal X 3D printer. 
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TBI cases from Iranian attack increase to 50 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

The Pentagon on Tuesday added 16 ser¬ 
vice members to the list of those suffering 
traumatic brain injury from a Jan. 8 Ira¬ 
nian missile attack on al Asad Air Base in 
Iraq, raising the total to 50. 

The Pentagon has increased the number 
of service members injured at least four 
times since the missile strike, with the last 
announcement of a total of 34 on Friday. 

In the immediate wake of the attack. 
President Donald Trump and the Penta¬ 
gon said there had been no U.S. injuries. 


Of the 16 service members newly an¬ 
nounced with traumatic brain injury, 15 
have returned to duty in Iraq, Pentagon 
spokesman Lt. Col. Thomas Campbell said 
in a statement. 

Thirty-one of the 50 service members in¬ 
jured were treated in Iraq and returned to 
duty, he said. Another 18 have been taken 
to Germany for further treatment. 

One service member who had been 
moved to Germany for other health rea¬ 
sons was diagnosed with traumatic brain 
injury after arriving there, he said. 

Pentagon spokesman Jonathan Hoff¬ 


man said on Friday that eight of the in¬ 
jured troops had been taken to the United 
States to receive treatment as outpatients 
at either their home stations or at Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center in 
Maryland. 

Campbell said Tuesday no information 
was available whether additional service 
members had been sent stateside. 

The Pentagon said previously it will re¬ 
view its injury reporting requirements in 
light of the shifting accounts of casualties 
from the missile strike. 

Hoffman said Friday that the changing 


injury reports were partly a reflection of 
an existing policy that does not require 
incidents of traumatic brain injury be re¬ 
ported directly to the Pentagon. 

Iran launched 11 ballistic missiles into 
Iraq in retaliation over a U.S. drone strike 
Jan. 3 in Baghdad on Iran’s top military of¬ 
ficial, Mqj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani, who 
commanded the elite Quds Force. 

The missiles landed in al Asad, a base in 
western Iraq’s Anbar province where about 
1,500 U.S. and allied troops are stationed. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter; @WyattWOison 


France urges US to keep up counterterrorism efforts in West Africa 


By Karen DeYoung 

The Washington Post 

French Defense Minister Florence Parly 
pressed the Trump administration this 
week to continue U.S. military assistance 
to the French-led counterterrorism mis¬ 
sion in West Africa, arguing against tenta¬ 
tive plans to reduce U.S. deployments as 
part of a broader Pentagon realignment. 

“We will do our utmost, and I’ve made 
the case with [Defense Secretary] Mark 
Esper, for continuation of U.S. assistance, 
because it achieves so much with compara¬ 
tively little in such a sensitive time,” Parly 
told reporters Tuesday after meetings 
with Esper, White House national security 


adviser Robert O’Brien and other senior 
officials. 

Parly is the latest of a steady stream of 
French officials to visit in recent weeks, as 
the Pentagon moves toward a decision as 
early as the end of next month. 

France has said that a reduction in the 
U.S. contribution could seriously under¬ 
cut the overall French effort. “If the U.S. 
decided to withdraw from Africa, it would 
be bad news for us,” President Emmanuel 
Macron said this month at a summit with 
leaders of five countries in the region. 

As counterterrorism has moved further 
down the list of priorities. President Donald 
Trump has also called for an end to “end¬ 
less wars,” particularly in places where he 


has deemed conflict to be “tribal” and not 
directly affecting the United States. 

Allies operating in the parts of the world 
most immediately affected by potential 
U.S. withdrawals, in the Middle East and 
Africa, have said they are willing to in¬ 
crease their contributions in those areas 
but expect the United States to continue its 
own involvement. 

Although he has recently deployed thou¬ 
sands more troops to the Middle East, 
Trump has called for Europe and NATO to 
pick up more of the burden. 

“France is OK with a larger European 
role in the Middle East,” Parly said, “pro¬ 
vided this means an enduring U.S. com¬ 
mitment.” European countries that are 


part of a NATO training mission in Iraq, 
and which deployed troops as part of the 
U.S.-led coalition against Islamic State 
in Iraq and Syria, depend on the United 
States for key “enablers” that allow them 
to operate, including intelligence and logis¬ 
tical support. 

The United States has by far the larg¬ 
est presence in both countries, although 
Trump has cut the U.S. presence in Syria 
by about half, down to around 1,000 troops. 
In Iraq, U.S. deployments have increased, 
from about 5,000, to provide greater secu¬ 
rity after the Jan. 3 U.S. drone strike there 
that killed Iranian M^. Gen. Qassem So¬ 
leimani. European troops number in the 
hundreds. 
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Air Force faces 
critical gaps in 
aerial refueling 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

Boeing’s failure to deliver its 
new KC-46 Pegasus aerial refu¬ 
elers on schedule could force the 
military to rely either on private 
defense contractors or keep using 
aging tankers to meet its needs, 
the U.S. Transportation Com¬ 
mand’s top officer said. 

“We’ve got to figure out a way 
to mitigate the delayed field¬ 
ing of the KC-46,” Gen. Stephen 
Lyons said Tuesday, while speak¬ 
ing at the Atlantic Council in 
Washington. 

The Air Force has already 
planned on the retirement of a 
select number of its KC-135 Stra- 
totankers and KC-10 Extenders, 
even as the Boeing-run KC-46 
program struggles to develop and 
field new tankers, he said. 

“If we’re not careful we’re 


going to see a real dip,... in task- 
able tails for the joint force,” 
Lyons said, referring to the num¬ 
ber of mission-ready tankers. He 
said he was working with the Air 
Force to fill in the gaps, “so we 
have continuous coverage of the 
joint force while we work through 
the issues ... with the KC-46.” 

The Air Force has been seek¬ 
ing to replace its Eisenhower-era 
KC-135 since the early 2000s. 
The service has 153 of the refu¬ 
elers in active-duty units and an¬ 
other 243 in the National Guard 
and Reserve, the Air Force says 
on its website. 

In 2008, the service selected 
a modified tanker version of the 
Airbus A330 commercial airliner 
over Boeing’s offer of a 767 deriv¬ 
ative. But that decision was nul¬ 
lified after Boeing complained 
about the selection process, and 
in 2011 Boeing won the renewed 



John Raven/U.S. Air Force 


A U.S. Air Force F-16 receives fuel from a KC-46 Pegasus, the service’s new tanker, during a mission 
over Florida in December. 


tender for a tanker capable of 
midflight refueling of fighter 
planes and other aircraft. 

However, Boeing has failed to 
provide the tankers since win¬ 
ning the $44 billion project. The 
company had promised to deliver 
18 combat-ready aircraft by 2017, 
but Air Force leaders said this 
fall that likely won’t happen for 
several more years. 

In the meantime, the Air Force 
has taken delivery of 30 tankers 


for training purposes, while Boe¬ 
ing continues to fix some of the 
aircraft’s problems, including an 
issue with the cameras used to 
guide the extended 59-foot boom 
into a fuel receptacle on the re¬ 
ceiving plane. 

Some solutions to the tanker 
shortfall include the “ability to 
retain some number of legacy 
tails,” Lyons said, referring to the 
KC-135S and KC-lOs. 

Leasing commercial tank¬ 


ers would “take pressure off 
the force,” he said, but limits 
include not being able to em¬ 
ploy private tankers in a combat 
environment. 

“I think it’s worth a look,” he 
said. 

Aerial refueling is “the most 
stressed” capability across Trans¬ 
portation Command, Lyons said. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Slobodan 
Lekic contributed to this report. 
svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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USFK warns of 
worker furloughs 
if no deal reached 



Matthew KEELEP/Stars and Stripes 


A woman asks a question during a town hall meeting about possibie furloughs for South Korean workers 
at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, on Wednesday. 


By Kim Gamel 
AND Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — Facing dwindling funds, 
the United States warned South 
Korean employees Wednesday 
that they may be placed on unpaid 
leave in April if Seoul and Wash¬ 
ington are unable to reach a new 
defense cost-sharing deal. 

The 60-day notice being sent 
to nearly 9,000 employees upped 
the ante as the allies remain dead¬ 
locked over U.S. demands for a 
sharp increase in South Korea’s 
contribution nearly a month after 
the previous contract known as 
the Special Measures Agreement 
expired. 

U.S. Forces Korea said the 
notice was required by law and 
would be sent to all employees by 
Friday. 

“United States Forces Korea 
began providing Korean National 
employees today with a 60-day no¬ 
tice of a potential administrative 
furlough that could occur on April 
1, 2020, absent an agreed upon 
SMA,” USFK said in a statement. 

The issue doesn’t affect non- 
appropriated fund organizations 
such as on-base restaurants, ex¬ 
change stores, bowling alleys 
and other community activities 
that receive money from other 
sources. 

‘Unprecedented situation’ 

The dispute has become a major 
irritant in the decades-old alli¬ 
ance between the two countries 
as they face a growing nuclear 
threat from North Korea. 

“The way we’ve organized our¬ 


selves requires us to have this 
interoperability — and beyond 
interoperability — to be able to 
fight together,” John Rood, the 
Pentagon’s policy chief, said 
Tuesday during a House Armed 
Services Committee hearing in 
Washington. 

“Burden-sharing doesn’t come 
just down to dollars and cents 
obviously,” he said, noting South 
Korea’s large defense budget. 
“This is part of our message to 
our State Department colleagues 
that as you’re approaching these 
negotiations — and everyone 
wants equitable burden-sharing 
— some consideration just needs 
to be given about maintaining the 
health of that alliance, as we go 
forward.” 

Many South Koreans expressed 
anger and frustration during a 
packed town hall-style meeting 
to discuss the furlough notice at a 
chapel on Camp Humphreys, the 
largest U.S. overseas base and 
home to USFK headquarters. 

“The only people who will be 
hurt are Korean National employ¬ 
ees,” Goldbat Hwang, a 59-year- 
old vehicle maintenance worker, 
said in an interview. He’s worried 
people may be fired, although 
officials insisted that employees 
would return to work as soon as 
possible. 

Dwindling funds 

Camp Humphreys officials told 
the audience that the remaining 
U.S. funds budgeted for South 
Korean employees would run out 
at the end of March, forcing the 
need for a furlough to begin April 
1 if a new deal for South Korean 
funding isn’t reached. 


“USFK cannot meet its Korean 
employee payroll with the lapse 
of the SMA,” said Paul Stuart, a 
deputy to the garrison command¬ 
er, adding that a final decision 
was expected by the end of next 
month. 

“Nothing we talk about today is 
a value judgment on you or your 
work as an employee,” he added. 
“We are all facing an unprec¬ 
edented situation and endeavor 
to minimize impacts wherever 
we can. Today we want to ensure 
transparency and bring clarity to 
the situation that we are facing.” 

Affected employees would be 
placed on a “nonpaid and nondu¬ 
ty” status and would not receive 
back pay, he said, adding that they 
won’t be eligible for unemploy¬ 
ment benefits. 

USFK already has implement¬ 
ed “austerity measures” includ¬ 
ing a freeze on local hiring and 
overtime pay for groups that use 
funds appropriated by Congress. 

Officials warned residents that 
they will likely face delays in non¬ 
emergency services with reduced 
hours at the post office and after- 
hours maintenance work. 

Six rounds of talks since last 
year failed to reach a consensus, 
although negotiators from both 
sides say they have narrowed 


their differences, and the United 
States has softened its initial de¬ 
mand for nearly $5 billion per 
year, a fivefold increase. 

Washington also is reportedly 
seeking to broaden the scope of 
the agreement beyond logisti¬ 
cal and salary support to include 
money for American rotational 
troops and other off-peninsula 
costs. 

Consequences 

Garrison officials said they 
couldn’t discuss the SMA talks, 
which are being held at a higher 
level. 

“We don’t affect that down here. 
We deal with the consequences of 
it,” Stuart said. 

South Korea has helped support 
U.S. troops under the agreement 
since 1991, with most of the funds 
used for administrative and logis¬ 
tical support as well as construc¬ 
tion projects and the bulk of South 
Korean salaries. 

USFK sent a notice in October 
to the Korean Employees Union, 
saying it may need to place local 
workers on unpaid leave begin¬ 
ning in April if an agreement isn’t 
reached. 

The two sides also missed the 
deadline last year but eventu¬ 
ally reached a retroactive deal 


for South Korea to pay some $920 
million for 2019. 

But that was a stopgap measure 
because it lasted for only one year. 
Previous deals had lasted five 
years. 

Negotiators have gone public 
this year with their demands and 
complaints while anti-American 
activists held several rallies, in¬ 
cluding a group that briefly broke 
into the ambassador’s residence. 

South Korea will hold parlia¬ 
mentary elections in April, add¬ 
ing a political complication to the 
negotiations, since the National 
Assembly must ultimately ratify 
the special measures agreement. 

Some 28,500 American service 
members are stationed on the di¬ 
vided peninsula to defend South 
Korea, which remains technically 
at war with the North after their 
1950-53 conflict ended in an ar¬ 
mistice instead of a peace treaty. 

South Korean Defense Minis¬ 
ter Jeong Kyeong-doo stressed 
the importance of an “ironclad 
combined defense posture” dur¬ 
ing a separate meeting with Army 
Secretary Ryan McCarthy and 
Army Pacific Commander Gen. 
Paul LaCamera on Wednesday in 
Seoul, according to the ministry. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 


49ers’ Kittle to play in Super Bowl in honor of fallen soldier 



Josie LaMar 


George Kittle, left, tight end for the San Francisco 49ers, met Friday 
with the family of Sgt. Mick LaMar, a soldier who was killed in Iraq 
in 2011. Pictured are, from left, Alexis, Nicolas, their mother, Josie, 
and a family friend. 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

A player in this year’s Super Bowl will be play¬ 
ing in honor of a soldier killed in Iraq, as part of a 
program that gave the soldier’s family a trip to the 
big game. 

George Kittle, star tight end for the San Francisco 
49ers, met with the family of Sgt. Mick LaMar last 
Friday ahead of Sunday’s clash with the Kansas City 
Chiefs in Super Bowl LIV in Miami. 

The visit and the tickets to the Super Bowl left 
Josie LaMar, Mick’s widow, “over-the-moon excit¬ 
ed,” she said, as her husband was a big 49ers fan. 

“We’re looking forward to enjoying the game and 
saying, ‘George Kittle is playing for our dad, my 
husband,”’ Josie LaMar said in a phone call Tues¬ 
day. “My husband’s name is being honored, his ser¬ 
vice to our country is being honored, and who better 
than from George Kittle from his favorite team.” 

Josie LaMar said she will be rooting for the 49ers 
with her son Nicolas, 16, who was only 7 when his 
father died in 2011. 

Kittle and other players teamed up with a pro¬ 


gram by the financial services company USAA and 
organizations such as Tragedy Assistance Program 
for Survivors to bring service members, veterans 
and families to the Super Bowl. 

“I have a lot of family in the military so it’s some¬ 
thing that I just respect, and the sacrifice that they 
give is the ultimate sacrifice,” Kittle told ESPN. 
“So, if I can ever give back and make a family’s day 
or just make them smile a little bit, then I’ve just 
done a little part in their lives.” 

NFL players Christian McCaffrey, Von Miller, 
Deshaun Watson, Jarvis Landry, James Conner, 
Ryan Tannehill and coach Ron Rivera also partici¬ 
pated in the program. 

George Reilly, a Marine veteran who served in 
Vietnam, will be also be at the game with his son 
as part of the program, although he’ll be rooting for 
the Chiefs. 

“I never even saw it as a far-off fantasy, to be able 
to go to Super Bowl,” Reilly, a former New York City 
detective, said on the phone, “but here I am.” 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Jplawrence3 
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Gallagher attacks SEALs who testified against him 



Sandy Huffaker, TNS/Getty Images 


Chief Petty Officer Edward Gallagher celebrates with his wife, Andrea, in July at Naval Base San Diego 
after being acquitted of premeditated murder. 


By Andrew Dyer 
The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO — A retired Navy 
SEAL whose war crimes trial 
made international news has 
launched a video attack on former 
SEAL teammates who accused 
him of murder and shooting ci¬ 
vilians, and who testified against 
him at his San Diego court-mar¬ 
tial in June. 

In a three-minute video posted 
to his Facebook page and Ins- 
tagram account on Monday, re¬ 
tired Chief Petty Officer Edward 
Gallagher, 40, referred to some 
members of his former platoon 
as “cowards” and highlighted 
names, photos and — for those 
still on active duty — their duty 
status and current units, some¬ 
thing former SEALs say places 
those men — and the Navy’s mis¬ 
sion — in jeopardy. 

Gallagher was accused of sev¬ 
eral war crimes by some of his 
platoon subordinates, including 
that he shot civilians and stabbed 
a wounded Islamic State fighter 
in the neck, killing him, while 
in Iraq in 2017. He pleaded not 
guilty and was acquitted of most 
charges, but was convicted of 
posing for a photo with an Islamic 
State fighter’s corpse, a crime for 
which the jury reduced his rank. 

The case and its fallout re¬ 
ceived extensive media coverage, 
especially among conservative 
outlets such as Fox News, where 
network personalities lobbied 
President Donald Trump on-air 
for months to intervene on Galla¬ 
gher’s behalf. 

Trump intervened in the case 
several times, including ordering 
Gallagher released from confine¬ 
ment before trial and restoring 
the SEAL’S rank post-conviction. 

Two former SEALs who served 
in Gallagher’s platoon in Iraq dur- 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

platoon in Iraq was ordered home 
amid charges of drinking and an 
alleged sexual assault, and two 
senior leaders were fired. 

The review released on Tues¬ 
day concluded that while there 
is no “systemic ethics problem,” 
the sustained war tours since the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
and limited time for force devel¬ 
opment have set the conditions at 
times for unacceptable conduct. 
It acknowledged that previous in¬ 
ternal assessments have come to 
similar conclusions, yet the prob¬ 
lems persist. 

“We did find that certain as¬ 
pects of our culture have, at times, 
set conditions favorable for inap¬ 
propriate behavior,” Army Gen. 
Richard Clarke, commander of 
U.S. Special Operations Com¬ 
mand, told reporters at the Penta¬ 
gon. “We have a ‘can do’ culture 
with a bias toward action.” This 
is “part of what makes us great,” 
he said, but sometimes it goes too 
far. 

The report said that over time. 


ing his 2017 deployment spoke to 
the Union-Tribune on Monday 
about the video. Neither testified 
at Gallagher’s court-martial. 

David Shaw, a former petty of¬ 
ficer 1st class, said that he ques¬ 
tioned Gallagher’s decision to 
publicize information that’s nor¬ 
mally kept quiet for operational 
security. 

“Attempting to call attention to 
(those SEALs’) status in the way 
it’s been done does not serve the 
mission or the interests of the 
Navy,” Shaw said when reached 
by phone. “To attempt to out 
(their) status raises questions 
about the decision to do so.” 

Shaw also defended his former 
teammates and their decisions to 
testify against their chief 

“Each and every one of the 
guys who came forward were 
performers of the highest caliber 
and people of the highest reputa¬ 
tions within the platoon,” Shaw 
said. “(One) was selected to serve 
at the most premier institution at 
Naval Special Warfare, and that 
tells you everything you need 
to know about his performance 
and speaks volumes about his 
character.” 

Another former SEAL from the 
platoon said that publicizing the 
faces of active-duty SEALs — in¬ 
cluding one assigned to the elite 
Development Group, or SEAL 
Team 6 — could put the lives of 
the men and their families in 
danger. 

The former SEAL asked the San 
Diego Union-Tribune not to use 
his name, but said that because 
SEALs have been the targets of 
threats from terror organiza¬ 
tions, exposing their names, faces 
and current units was an egre¬ 
gious breach of norms within the 
community. 

The video appears to be a 
trailer for an unspecified future 


deployment to areas that prom¬ 
ise combat has come to be valued 
“above all other things.” Those 
who experience combat “are held 
as almost an infallible standard 
bearer” for others to emulate — 
even if that combat experience is 


project. Tim Parlatore, one of 
Gallagher’s attorneys, declined to 
say on Monday what that project 
is or when it will be published. 

Navy Capt. Tamara Lawrence, 
a spokeswoman for Naval Special 
Warfare Command in San Diego, 
said in a statement late Monday 
that the Navy, as a practice, does 
not identify active-duty SEALs. 

“As a matter of policy we do not 
identify our special operators,” 
Lawrence said in an email. 

“We don’t identify them by 
name, or by any other manner, 
due to the nature of their work, for 
the protection of their teammates 
and their families, and to protect 
on-going and future missions.” 

The video includes clips from 
Naval Criminal Investigative 


K. Kassens/U.S. Army 


marred by unprofessional acts. 

“Nearly 20 years of continu¬ 
ous conflict have imbalanced that 
culture to favor force employment 
and mission accomplishment over 
the routine activities that ensure 
leadership, accountability and 


Service interviews of Gallagher’s 
SEAL teammates where the men 
tell investigators about the al¬ 
leged actions of their chief 

Portions of those interviews 
were published by The New York 
Times on its EX show “The Week¬ 
ly” in December. 

Gallagher says in the video that 
he’s fighting to clear his name, 
despite being found not guilty of 
the worst charges against him. 

“For my entire adult life. I’ve 
had the honor and privilege of 
fighting for this country and your 
freedom,” Gallagher says in the 
beginning of the video. “Even 
though I went to trial and ex¬ 
posed all the lies that were said 
about me by certain cowards in 
my platoon and found not guilty. 


discipline,” Clarke said on Tues¬ 
day. “This is a problem, and our 
review team recommended more 
than a dozen ways to address it. 
Most importantly, we need to 
improve our leader development 
programs and improve account¬ 
ability in our training and man¬ 
agement processes.” 

The review left no doubt that 
the force has suffered from lapses 
in leadership and accountability. 

It said that this evolved from an 
imbalance between the demands 
to deploy to war zones and the 
need to properly develop troops. 

The result was a “vicious 
cycle” that normalized a culture 
in which leadership development 
was lacking. 

“The review team uncovered 
not only potential cracks in the 
SOF (special operations forces) 
foundations at the individual and 
team level, but also through the 
chain of command, specifically in 
the core tenets of leadership, dis¬ 
cipline and accountability,” the 
report said. 


there are those to this day who 
refuse to accept that fact. 

“The fight to clear my name is 
not over,” Gallagher says. 

Parlatore told the Union-Tri¬ 
bune on Monday that the video 
project will include more footage 
from NCIS interviews and from 
Gallagher’s 2017 deployment. 

“What’s coming is the truth,” 
Parlatore said, adding that the 
video project was a direct re¬ 
sponse to The Weekly. 

Parlatore dismissed concerns 
about highlighting the names and 
faces of active-duty SEALs. 

“There’s nothing in that video 
that’s not already public,” he 
said. 
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US evacuees from 
China to be housed 
at California base 

Americans who arrived Wednesday 
will be monitored by CDC in LA 



Al-emrun Garjon/AP 

infection at Hazrat 


A passenger from Beijing is screened as part of measures to prevent 
Shahjalal International airport in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Wednesday. 

Virus: Source of new illness still unknown 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

were confirmed Wednesday, a family of four from 
Wuhan that was visiting the United Arab Emirates. 
Airlines around the world announced they were cut¬ 
ting flights to China, and Hong Kong was suspending 
rail travel to and from the mainland at midnight. 

The number of cases in China rose 1,459 from the 
previous day, a smaller increase than the 1,771 new 
cases reported Tuesday. Australia and Singapore 
were among those reporting new cases, as the num¬ 
ber outside China topped 70. The vast majority are 
people who came from Wuhan.. 

Australia, New Zealand and Britain were among 
the latest countries to announce they are planning 
evacuations. 

British Airways said it was suspending all flights 
to and from mainland China after the UK. govern¬ 
ment warned against unnecessary travel to the 
country. The airline has daily flights from London 
to Shanghai and Beijing. 

British health secretary Matt Hancock tweeted 
that “anyone who returns from Wuhan will be safe¬ 
ly isolated for 14 days, with all necessary medical 
attention.” The measures are a step up from those 
during the devastating 2014-16 Ebola outbreak, 
when returning travelers from West Africa were 


asked to monitor themselves for symptoms. 

Mark Woolhouse, a professor of infectious disease 
epidemiology at the University of Edinburgh, said 
the steps are justified to prevent the introduction of 
the virus and its spread. 

“There’s always a balance between the draconian 
measures of public health and what people might 
want to do, and obviously it’s regrettable if people 
who turn out not to have the virus are quarantined 
unnecessarily,“ he said. 

In China’s Hubei province, 17 cities including 
Wuhan have been locked down, trapping more than 
50 million people in the most far-reaching disease 
control measures imposed. 

The new virus is from the coronavirus family, 
which includes those that can cause the common 
cold as well as more serious illnesses. 

The source of the new virus and the full extent 
of its spread are still unknown. However, the World 
Health Organization said most cases reported to 
date “have been milder, with around 20% of those 
infected experiencing severe illness.” 

Scientists expect many crucial questions about 
the virus’ behavior will be answered in the coming 
weeks as the outbreak evolves and it becomes clear¬ 
er how people are infected. 


More airlines drop flights to China 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — An airplane 
carrying more than 200 Ameri¬ 
cans evacuated from Wuhan, 
China, the center of an outbreak 
of a deadly virus that has quickly 
spread across the globe, landed 
Wednesday at an Air Force re¬ 
serve base in Southern Califor¬ 
nia, Pentagon officials said. 

The Defense Department will 
provide the evacuees temporary 
housing on March Air Reserve 
Base in Riverside, Calif., said 
Alyssa Farah, the Pentagon’s 
press secretary. Officials from 
the Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices Department will be at the 
base to observe and care for the 
evacuees, largely State Depart¬ 
ment personnel and their family 
members. 

“HHS is responsible for all 
care of the evacuees, and DoD 
personnel will not be directly in 
contact with the evacuees and 
evacuees will not have access to 
any base location other than their 
assigned housing,” Farah said in 
a statement. 

Wuhan is the center of the coro¬ 
navirus outbreak that has killed 
at least 132 people and infected 
some 5,300 in China, The Asso¬ 
ciated Press reported Wednes¬ 
day. The city, and several others 
nearby, have been locked down 
by the Chinese government in 
an attempt to slow the spread of 
the virus. Cases of the coronavi¬ 
rus have been confirmed in more 
than a dozen other countries, in¬ 
cluding at least five in the United 
States, according to the national 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

It was not immediately clear 
Wednesday why March ARB was 
chosen to house the individuals 
arriving from Wuhan. They were 
initially expected to land at On¬ 
tario International Airport, about 
30 miles away, U.S. officials said. 

March, a former active-duty 
Air Force base, is home to the 
452nd Air Mobility Wing, the Air 
Force Reserve’s largest air mo¬ 
bility wing, which moves troops 
and equipment across the globe 
and provide refueling operations. 
The base also houses other units 
from the Air Force Reserve, the 
Army, Navy and Marine reserves 
and the Air National Guard, ac¬ 
cording to the Air Force. It is 
home to F-15 fighter jets, C-17 
cargo jets and KC-135 air tank¬ 
ers, and it boasts a 13,300-foot 
runway, among the longest run- 


The department’s 
primary 

responsibility at this 
time is the safety 
of our force, our 
families, and our 
base communities. ^ 

Alyssa Farah 

Pentagon press secretary 


ways in the United States. 

Farah said DOD officials deter¬ 
mined the presence of the evacu¬ 
ees would not make any impact 
to military missions on the base. 
She said if any individuals show 
symptoms of the disease, they 
adopted procedures to securely 
transport them to a local civilian 
hospital. 

The military has been moni¬ 
toring the spread of the virus for 
more than a week in case it needs 
to take any measures to protect 
its personnel and their families, 
officials said. 

“DOD will work closely with 
our interagency partners and 
continue to monitor the situa¬ 
tion,” Farah said. “The depart¬ 
ment’s primary responsibility 
at this time is the safety of our 
force, our families, and our base 
communities.” 

The CDC said Wednesday that 
the evacuees were screened be¬ 
fore they left Wuhan, monitored 
throughout the entire flight by 
medical professionals, screened 
again in Anchorage, Alaska, 
where they landed earlier 
Wednesday to refuel, and were 
evaluated once they arrived at 
March ARB. They will continue 
to be monitored at the base for an 
unspecified amount of time, ac¬ 
cording to a CDC statement. 

“Our primary objective is to 
facilitate the safe return of these 
Americans while protecting the 
public’s health,” the statement 
said. 

Medical officials in Alaska told 
the AP that none of the evacuees 
had displayed symptoms of the 
coronavirus during refueling, 
which include fever, coughing and 
in severe cases can cause short¬ 
ness of breath or pneumonia. 

The Associated Press contributed to 

this story. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Associated Press 

BANGKOK — British Airways 
halted all flights to China and 
American Airlines suspended 
flights to and from Shanghai and 
Beijing as efforts to contain a new 
and deadly virus intensifies. 

The coronavirus has now in¬ 
fected more people in China than 
were sickened in the country by 
the SARS outbreak in 2002-2003. 

The British and U.S. carri¬ 
ers on Wednesday joined several 
Asian carriers that are either 
suspending or significantly cut¬ 
ting back service there as fears 
spread about the coronavirus. 

Air India and South Korean 
budget carrier Seoul Air are also 
halting all flights to the country, 
and Indonesia’s Lion Air plans 
to do the same. Other carriers 
including Finnair, Hong Kong- 
based Cathay Pacific, and Sin¬ 


gapore-based Jetstar Asia are 
slashing service. 

Beyond disrupting travel, the 
move will heighten concerns 
about the broader economic im¬ 
pact of the virus outbreak. Ho¬ 
tels, airlines, casinos and cruise 
operators are among the indus¬ 
tries suffering the most immedi¬ 
ate repercussions, especially in 
countries close to China. 

BA said it was immediately 
suspending all flights to and from 
mainland China after the UK. 
government warned against un¬ 
necessary travel to the country 
amid a virus outbreak. 

The airline operates daily 
flights from London’s Heathrow 
Airport to Shanghai and Beijing. 
It took the measure a day after 
Britain’s Foreign Office updated 
its travel advice on China, warn¬ 
ing against “all but essential trav¬ 
el” to the mainland, not including 


Hong Kong and Macao. 

American Airlines said 
Wednesday it will suspend 
flights between Los Angeles and 
Shanghai and Beijing from Feb. 
9 through March 27. The airline 
cited “the significant decline in 
demand for travel to and from 
China.” 

China has cut off access to the 
central city of Wuhan, epicenter 
of the outbreak, and 16 other cit¬ 
ies to prevent people from leaving 
and spreading the virus further. 
That has trapped more than 50 
million people in the most far- 
reaching disease control mea¬ 
sures ever imposed. The outbreak 
has infected more than 6,000 on 
the mainland and abroad. 

Online flight notice boards for 
the Beijing and Shanghai airports 
showed numerous cancellations 
for both domestic and foreign air¬ 
lines on Wednesday. 
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GOP strains to contain Bolton book fallout 


Dems believe former national security adviser can confirm Trump abused power of office 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 

Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., says he’d wouldn’t have a problem 
hearing from Hunter Biden, who was on the board of a Ukrainian gas 
company, in the impeachment trial of President Donald Trump, but 
he doubts it will happen. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s impeachment 
trial is shifting to questions from 
senators, a pivotal juncture as Re¬ 
publicans lack the votes to block 
witnesses and face a potential set¬ 
back in their hope of ending the 
trial with a quick acquittal. 

Despite Trump’s defense 
team’s plea for it to “end now,” 
Senate M^ority Leader Mitch 
McConnell privately told senators 
he doesn’t yet have the votes to 
brush back Democratic demands 
for witnesses now that revelations 
from John Bolton, the former 
national security adviser, have 
roiled the trial. 

Republican senators are trying 
to figure out a way to deal with 
fallout from Bolton’s forthcoming 
book, which provides a potential 
eyewitness account of Trump’s 
actions at the heart of the im¬ 
peachment charges. 

But ideas being floated are fiz¬ 
zling almost as soon as they arise 
— among them, a witness “swap” 
with Democrats or issuing a sub¬ 
poena for Bolton’s manuscript. 

GOP senators are sternly 
warned by party leaders that 
calling Bolton as a witness could 
entangle the trial in lengthy legal 
battles and delay Trump’s ex¬ 
pected acquittal. 

One key Republican, Sen. Susan 
Collins, of Maine, gave fresh mo¬ 
mentum Wednesday to a one-for- 
one witness deal saying it’s “very 
important that there be fairness, 
that each side be able to select a 
witness or two.” But Democrats 
dismissed those offers, especially 
as Republicans want to draw Joe 
Biden’s son, Hunter, deeper into 
the proceedings. 

“It’s irrelevant. It’s a distrac¬ 
tion,” said Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer. 

Bolton writes in a forthcom¬ 
ing book that Trump told him 
he wanted to withhold military 
aid from Ukraine until it helped 
with investigations into Demo¬ 
cratic rival Joe Biden. That as¬ 
sertion, if true, would undercut 
a key defense argument and go 
to the heart of one of the two ar¬ 
ticles of impeachment against the 
president. 

“I think Bolton probably has 
something to offer us,” said Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska. 

Trump disagreed in a tweet 
Wednesday in which he com¬ 
plained that Bolton, after he was 
fired, “goes out and IMMEDI¬ 
ATELY writes a nasty & untrue 


book. All Classified National 
Security.” 

The president had tweeted 
shortly after midnight about 
his former adviser, asking why 
Bolton didn’t complain earlier. 
Bolton left the White House last 
September and says he offered 
his resignation. 

The uncertainty about wit¬ 
nesses arises days before crucial 
votes on the issue. In a Senate 
split 53-47 in favor of Republi¬ 
cans, at least four GOP senators 
must join all Democrats to reach 
the 51 votes required to call wit¬ 
nesses, decide whom to call or do 
nearly anything else in the trial. 
Several Republicans apparently 
are ready to join Democrats in 
calling witnesses. 

One Democrat, the centrist Sen. 
Joe Manchin, of West Virginia, 
said he’d wouldn’t have a problem 
hearing from Hunter Biden, who 
was on the board of a Ukrainian 
gas company, but doubted it will 
happen. 

The witness swaps seem likely 
to fail as most Republican sena¬ 
tors don’t want to call Bolton and 
most Democrats would rather 
avoid dragging the Bidens further 
into the impeachment proceed¬ 
ings. The Bidens were a focus 
of defense arguments though 
no evidence of wrongdoing has 
emerged. 

One person watching from 
the sidelines Wednesday is Lev 
Parnas, the indicted associate 
of Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani, 
who arrived at the Capitol say¬ 
ing, “I want to testify.” Parnas, 
who has turned over evidence 
for the proceedings, cannot enter 
the Senate with his court-ordered 
electronic-tracking device. 

The two days set aside for ques¬ 
tions, Wednesday and Thursday, 
also allow each side more time 
to win over any undecided sena¬ 
tors pondering the witness issue. 
In the meantime, all will have 
the opportunity to grill both the 
House Democrats prosecuting 
the case and the Republican pres¬ 
ident’s defense team. 


I think Bolton 
probably has 
something to offer 
us.^ 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski 

R-Alaska 


Senators are to submit their 
written questions to be read by 
Chief Justice John Roberts. A 
key question for both sides is 
whether Trump’s actions rise to 
the level of “high crimes and mis¬ 
demeanors,” but that issue is seen 
through a highly partisan lens on 
each side. 

Trump faces charges from 
Democrats that he abused his 
power like no other president, 
jeopardizing US.-Ukraine rela¬ 
tions by using the military aid 
as leverage while the vulnerable 
ally battled Russia. Democrats 
say Trump then obstructed their 
probe in a way that threatens the 
nation’s three-branch system of 
checks and balances. 

The president’s legal team tried 
to lock up its case Tuesday and 
convince GOP senators that the 
president was right to ask Ukraine 
for investigations of Biden and his 
son Hunter and was well within 
his power to block the aid. They 
said he was not bound to abide by 
the congressional investigation. 

Trump attorney Jay Sekulow 
addressed the Bolton controversy 
head-on in closing arguments by 
dismissing the former national 
security adviser’s manuscript as 
“inadmissible.” Attorney Alan 
Dershowitz, the Harvard scholar. 


said earlier that even if Bolton’s 
story is true the actions don’t rise 
to an impeachable offense. 

Senate Republicans spent con¬ 
siderable time in private discuss¬ 
ing how to deal with Bolton’s 
manuscript without extending 
the proceedings or jeopardizing 
the president’s expected acquit¬ 
tal. They were set to meet pri¬ 
vately again Wednesday. 

Some Republicans including 
Sen. Pat Toomey want reciprocity 
— bringing in Bolton or another 
Democratic witness in exchange 
for one from the GOP side. It’s an 
idea initially pushed by conserva¬ 
tive Sens. Josh Hawley, Ted Cruz 
and Mike Braun, separate from 
the centrists whose votes are in 
doubt. Some Republicans want to 


I don’t know that 
the manuscript 
would make any 
difference in the 
outcome of the 
trial. ^ 

Sen. Roy Blunt 

R-Mo. 
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hear from Biden and his son, who 
was on the board of the Ukrainian 
gas company when his father was 
vice president. 

“I don’t know that the manu¬ 
script would make any difference 
in the outcome of the trial,” said 
Roy Blunt, of Missouri, a member 
of GOP leadership. And some Re¬ 
publicans said they simply don’t 
trust Bolton’s word. Sen. Rand 
Paul, of Kentucky, called Bolton 
“disgruntled”’ and seeking to 
make money off his time at the 
White house. 

But John Kelly, Trump’s for¬ 
mer White House chief of staff, 
told an audience in Sarasota, Fla., 
that he believes Bolton. 

White House officials privately 
acknowledge that they are es¬ 
sentially powerless to block the 
book’s publication but could sue 
after the fact if they believe it vio¬ 
lated the confidentiality agree¬ 
ment Bolton signed. 

Trump and his lawyers have 
argued repeatedly that Demo¬ 
crats are using impeachment to 
try to undo the results of the last 
presidential election and drive 
Trump from office. 

Democrats, meanwhile, say 
Trump’s refusal to allow ad¬ 
ministration officials to testify 
only reinforces that the White 
House is hiding evidence. The 
White House has had Bolton’s 
manuscript for about a month, ac¬ 
cording to a letter from Bolton’s 
attorney. 
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Boeing continues 
to see losses from 
737 Max grounding 


By Aaron Gregg 

The Washington Post 

Boeing reached new financial 
lows in 2019 as the 737 Max — a 
once-promising line of commer¬ 
cial jets whose flawed control sys¬ 
tems played a role in two deadly 
crashes — remains at the center 
of a historic safety crisis with no 
end in sight. 

Boeing closed out the fourth 
quarter with $17.9 billion in rev¬ 
enue, the company announced 
Wednesday, a 37 percent drop 
from the fourth quarter of 2018. 

The losses stem from the con¬ 
tinued worldwide grounding of 
Boeing’s Max jets and a produc¬ 
tion halt this year in the wake of 
two fatal crashes. 

The company’s stock price has 
lost about 13 percent of its value 
over the past year at a time when 
the market has surged. 

Once a cash-generating ma¬ 
chine that was the envy of its 
competitors and a darling of Wall 
Street, Boeing has been forced to 
borrow billions of dollars to cover 
the cost of building airplanes it 
can’t deliver to customers. CNBC 
reported Monday Boeing has 
secured more than $12 billion 
in loans from lenders to provide 
cash for operations over the next 
two years. 

It has been forced to compen¬ 
sate airlines for the cost of flight 
cancellations, taking a $5.6 bil¬ 
lion charge in July. And a bruis¬ 
ing congressional inquiry has 
pointed to deeper problems with 
the company’s management cul¬ 
ture, leading to the ouster of its 
two highest-ranking executives. 

Boeing’s new CEO, David Cal¬ 
houn, will be under intense pres¬ 
sure to navigate the company 
back to financial health. 

The 737 Max has been out of 
commission for more than 10 
months as regulators remain un¬ 
convinced it is safe to fly. It was 
grounded in mid-March when the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
recognized similarities in a pair 
of deadly plane crashes in Indo¬ 


nesia and Ethiopia, both of them 
involving new 737 Max jets, that 
killed 346 people. 

Boeing later admitted that a 
new flight control program, in¬ 
teracting with bad data from the 
planes’ external sensors, had in 
both cases pushed the jets into an 
uncontrollable nose dive. 

The FAA has made the jets’ re¬ 
turn to the sky contingent on a set 
of software and display changes 
designed to prevent the same 
problems from occurring again. 
But the timeline for approval has 
continually shifted over the past 
year as regulators discovered 
more problems with the plane. 

Throughout most of 2019, Boe¬ 
ing continued churning out new 
planes under the assumption reg¬ 
ulations would soon clear them 
to fly. However in December, the 
company announced it would in¬ 
definitely halt production of the 
embattled jets. 

That production halt has rip¬ 
pled throughout the company’s 
supply chain, resulting in about 
2,800 layoffs at Spirit AeroSys- 
tems in Wichita. About half of 
Spirit’s revenue comes from sup¬ 
plying parts to the Max. 

In addition to scrutiny over the 
Max jets, the company has faced 
wider criticism about its culture. 

A set of internal messages be¬ 
tween Boeing employees were 
recently disclosed to congressio¬ 
nal investigators. The messages, 
made public last month as part of 
a long-running investigation into 
how the Max was designed and 
certified, could further damage 
the company’s relationship with 
regulators and the flying public. 

One Boeing employee said in 
2018: “I still haven’t been for¬ 
given by god for the covering up I 
did last year.” Another said: “This 
is what these regulators get when 
they try and get in the way.” And 
in 2017, long before either of the 
two crashes, a Boeing employee 
wrote: “This airplane is designed 
by clowns, who in turn are super¬ 
vised by monkeys.” 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Supporters of President Donald Trump cheer as he arrives to speak at a campaign rally at the 
Wildwoods Convention Center Oceanfront on Tuesday in Wildwood, NJ. 

Trump shores up support for 
newest GOP congressman in NJ 


By Jonathan Lemire 
Associated Press 

WILDWOOD, N. J. — Moving on several fronts to¬ 
ward shoring up support for his reelection bid. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump capped off a busy Tuesday by 
heaping praise on the newest Republican member 
of Congress and savaging Democrats he said are en¬ 
gaged in “demented hoaxes” like his impeachment 
trial. 

On the day his legal team wrapped up its open¬ 
ing arguments on the Senate floor. Trump spoke to 
an enthusiastic audience in New Jersey in support of 
Rep. Jeff Van Drew, who recently switched from the 
Democratic Party to the GOP after breaking ranks 
over impeachment. 

“While we are creating jobs and killing terror¬ 
ists, the congressional Democrats are obsessed with 
demented hoaxes, crazy witch hunts and deranged 
partisan crusades. That’s all they know how to do,” 
Trump said. 

Trump’s visit to Democratic-leaning New Jersey 
generated a boisterous audience that lined the streets 
to greet him. He called Van Drew on stage, saying, 
“Jeff had the guts to defy the left-wing fanatics in his 
own party.” 

Trump highlighted the economy during much of 
his speech, noting that 7 million jobs have been creat¬ 
ed since his election. He also continued to boast of the 
U.S. drone strike in Baghdad that killed Iran’s most 
powerful general, Qassem Soleimani, on Jan. 3. 

“We stopped him cold, yet Washington Democrats 
like crazy Bernie Sanders and nervous Nancy Pelo- 
si, they opposed our actions to save American lives. 
They opposed it,” Trump asserted to a roar of boos. 

Pelosi and other Democrats have questioned the 
strategy behind Trump’s order to kill Iran’s gen¬ 
eral, which was made without prior approval from 
Congress. They pointed to potential consequences of 
heightened tensions that could endanger U.S. troops 



Heather Khalifa, The Philadelphia Inquirer/AP 


Laura Hess, 37, of Ridley Park, Pa., wears Trump 
glasses at a rally in Wildwood, N.J., on Tuesday. 

and lead to war with Iran. 

On Tuesday, Trump sought to push past the ongo¬ 
ing impeachment trial. Earlier in the day, he released 
a Middle East peace plan that was immediately met 
with skepticism that it would go anywhere without 
Palestinian buy-in. 

Minutes after he unveiled the plan, the presi¬ 
dent’s impeachment trial resumed as his legal team 
wrapped up its defense presentation. 

While Trump’s lawyers argued that the Democrats 
were trying to undo the last election, the president’s 
focus Tuesday night was on the next one. For his first 
rally since the Senate trial began. Trump was travel¬ 
ing not to a 2020 battleground state but instead to the 
Democratic stronghold of New Jersey. 

The setting was atypical for Trump: a Jersey shore 
town where people camped out overnight to get a spot 
in line for the rally. 

Van Drew said Trump has helped restore the mili¬ 
tary and protect the economy. “Do we want to keep it 
that way?” he asked the crowd. 


Apple holiday season tops projections as iPhone bounces back 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Apple is 
still reaping huge profits from the 
iPhone while mining more mon¬ 
eymaking opportunities from the 
growing popularity of its smart- 
watch, digital services and wire¬ 
less earbuds. 

That combination produced a 
banner holiday season for a com¬ 
pany whose fortunes appeared to 
be sliding just a year ago amid 


declining sales for the iPhone, 
its marquee product for the past 
decade. 

Apple’s fiscal first-quarter 
results, released Tuesday, pro¬ 
vided the latest proof that the 
fears hanging over the consumer 
electronics icon might have been 
unfounded. 

Apple’s profit and revenue for 
the October-December period 
topped analysts’ projections, pro¬ 
viding another boost to a stock 
that has more than doubled in 


less than 13 months. 

The shares surged more than 
1% to $322.14 in extended trad¬ 
ing after the numbers came out. 
That’s up from $142 in January 
2019 after Apple warned that 
consumers weren’t buying as 
many new iPhones as they once 
were, especially in China, the 
company’s biggest market out¬ 
side the U.S. and Europe. China 
is also where Apple makes most 
of its iPhones and several other 
products. 


A deadly viral outbreak in 
China, which has curtailed travel 
and threatens the world econo¬ 
my, looms as a potential concern 
for Apple. But investors for now 
are focusing on what looks like 
an even more prosperous road 
ahead for a company that turned 
a $55 billion profit in its past fis¬ 
cal year. 

In a conference call Tuesday, 
CEO Tim Cook said the coronavi- 
rus outbreak has already caused 
some of Apple’s suppliers in China 


to delay reopening their factories 
closed for the Lunar New Year 
holiday from the end of this month 
until Feb. 10. And some stores in 
China selling Apple products al¬ 
ready have temporarily closed or 
reduced their operating hours be¬ 
cause fewer customers are shop¬ 
ping as virus worries escalate. 

“The situation is emerging and 
we’re still gathering lots of data 
points and monitoring it very 
closely,” Cook said. 
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Spinning one’s wheel 


People take part in a “Forms in Clay” pottery class Monday at the Danville Museum of Fine Arts and History in Danville, Va. Six six-class, 
six-week sessions are held throughout the year Monday nights. 


THE CENSUS 


67 


The number of points on a whitetail deer shot by a Kansas bow 
hunter. The nontypical whitetail deer was shot in October by Brian 
Butcher of Andover, earning the title of “King of Kansas" during the 
final day of the Kansas Monster Buck Classic in Topeka. The To¬ 
peka Capital-Journal reported that the rack unofficially measured 
in at 321% inches on the Boone and Crockett scale. Official measurements will be 
taken in 2022 for world-record status, as it would be the fourth-largest nontypical 
deer recorded. The title was previously held by Mark Watson for a 175-plus-inch 
nontypical whitetail deer in 2019. 


After 3 months on the 
lam, emu back home 

Kl H/l CRUCES — A 

I w I former state lawmak¬ 
er’s emu that was missing since 
Thanksgiving is safely back at its 
home near Las Cruces. 

Former state Rep. Brad Cates 
learned his emu had resurfaced 
thanks to a barrage of images 
people shared on social media, the 
Las Cruces Sun-News reported. 

Pictures of the emu around 
a subdivision near Cates’ home 
prompted inquiries from a state 
livestock inspector and a game 
warden. Later that day, Cates, 
with some help, corralled the 150- 
pound emu named “Hey You!” 

Customers get photos 
from closed studio 

ly W LAS VEGAS — Doz- 
w ens of customers at a 
defunct Las Vegas portrait stu¬ 
dio are now in possession of their 
pictures. 

KSNV-TV reported that the 
property manager for the space 
formerly occupied by Portrait In¬ 
novations opened it up for people 
to claim their orders. 

More than 100 customers were 
left hanging when the national 
portrait studio chain shut its 
doors without warning. 

The company informed the 
landlord that it was declaring 
bankruptcy and simply left with¬ 
out telling anyone, said Penny 
Mendlovic, the leasing agent. 

Dozens of portraits on print 
and canvas were left behind. 

Police probe removed 
sign that caused crash 

1^ P BRIDGEVILLE — 
Delaware State Police 
are investigating whether some¬ 
body intentionally threw a street 
sign into the middle of a road 
shortly before a driver crashed 
while trying to avoid it. 

A truck driver was heading east 
when he approached an intersec¬ 
tion and found a stop sign post 
lying in the middle of the street, 
Delaware State Police said. The 
driver, a 32-year-old man from 
Seaford, swerved to avoid the 
sign but ran into a ditch and over¬ 
turned, according to the state¬ 
ment. He was taken to a hospital 
with serious injuries, the agency 
said. 

The stop sign appeared to have 
been pulled from its location and 
intentionally thrown into the road 
before the driver crashed. 

Stolen tow truck hits 
van, parked cars, 1 hurt 

n A PHILADELPHIA — A 
person driving a stolen 
tow truck struck a van and sever¬ 
al parked cars on a Philadelphia 
street, leaving the van driver 
hospitalized. 

The person driving the tow 
truck fled the scene on foot after 
the crash. It wasn’t clear where 
the tow truck had been stolen 
from or why it was taken. 

The tow truck initially hit the 
van and then struck four parked 
cars, authorities said, sending 
one vehicle up onto the front lawn 
of a house. The driver then con¬ 


tinued driving for another block 
before abandoning the vehicle in 
the roadway and running from 
the scene. 

‘Geriatric’ male harbor 
seal, 35, dies at zoo 

1^^ WASHINGTON — A 
male harbor seal con¬ 
sidered geriatric for his species 
died at the Smithsonian’s Nation¬ 
al Zoo. 

Luke, 35, was humanely eutha¬ 
nized, according to a statement 
from the zoo. The zoo said he out¬ 
lived the median life expectancy 
for his species, which is 25 years 
in the wild and 30 years in human 
care. 

Luke had been experiencing 
ocular discomfort and had trou¬ 
ble orienting himself recently, ac¬ 
cording to the zoo’s statement. 

Animal care staff decided to 
euthanize him after using several 
methods to treat his symptoms, 
including antibiotics, weekly ear 
flushes and various eye drops. 

Vets museum to open 
exhibit about Bob Hope 

^ U COLUMBUS — An ex- 
hibit exploring come¬ 
dian Bob Hope’s mqjor tours and 
travels during World War II is set 
to open this month at the National 
Veterans Memorial and Museum 
in Ohio. 

“So Ready for Laughter: The 
Legacy of Bob Hope" opens Fri¬ 
day and runs through April 17 at 


the museum in Columbus. The 
exhibit features nearly 50 arti¬ 
facts and an original 11-minute 
documentary. This marks its first 
stop outside The National WWII 
Museum in New Orleans, where 
it originated. 

Brewery looks to sun 
to power beer making 

^ ^ ATHENS — A Georgia 
brewery has installed 
solar panels and aims to reduce 
its energy consumption by 30%. 

Athens-based Terrapin Beer 
Co. recently cut the ribbon on the 
project. The Athens Banner-Her¬ 
ald reported. 

The project involves 720 solar 
panels on Terrapin’s roof and on 
its parking lots sunshades. 

The solar panel array is part 
of Terrapin’s larger sustain¬ 
ability campaign called Terrap- 
rint. Deeds Creative and Cherry 
Street Renewable Energy are two 
of the company’s partners on the 
overall effort. 

There’s now a TV screen in the 


tap room that shows customers 
how much solar energy is being 
used at any given time. 

Police search for 
suspects in coat heist 

ly Y YORK — Po- 

¥ lice in New York City 
were searching for six men they 
said broke into an upscale bou¬ 
tique and stole 52 coats valued at 
$42,000. 

The NYPD said that the heist 
occurred at the Mackage cloth¬ 
ing store on Mercer Street in 
Tribeca. 

Police said one of the suspects 
used a large object to break the 
glass front door of the shop before 
the six men went in and grabbed 
the coats. 

Couple says dog fought 
coyote in backyard 

I A DES MOINES — State 
Mr\ wildlife officials urged 
central Iowa residents to be vigi¬ 


lant in safeguarding pets after a 
Des Moines couple reported their 
German shepherd mix dog was 
attacked by a coyote. 

The couple reported the at¬ 
tack happened less than a mile 
from the Drake University cam¬ 
pus after they let their dog, Sildi, 
out in the backyard around dusk, 
television station KCCI reported. 
Within minutes, they heard what 
sounded like a dog fight, rushed 
outside and found Sildi and the 
coyote fighting. The coyote ran 
away when the couple came out¬ 
side. The dog was treated for bite 
wounds to its face and head. 

Angler snags apparent 
live grenade in river 

1ing from a northwestern 
Indiana bridge reeled in an ap¬ 
parent live grenade, prompting a 
road closure until the device was 
removed by a bomb squad. 

A Gary police officer who was 
called to the Little Calumet River 
bridge to investigate learned 
that a man who had been fishing 
from the bridge pulled up what 
appeared to be a live grenade. 
The (Northwest Indiana) Times 
reported. 

The bomb squad took posses¬ 
sion of the grenade without inci¬ 
dent, said Gary Police Lt. Dawn 
Westerfield. 

Authorities were investigating 
how and when the grenade ended 
up in the river. 

From wire reports 
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Strike by Seattle 
nurses, staff closes 
emergency rooms 



Ben Margot/AP 


FBI agent John F. Bennett, left, and David L. Anderson, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of 
California announced public corruption charges against San Francisco Public Works Director Mohammed 
Nuru and restaurant owner Nick Bovis on Tuesday in San Francisco. 

San Francisco official faces 
federal corruption charges 


By Janie Har 
AND Juliet Williams 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — A top San 
Francisco public official and go¬ 
to bureaucrat to mayors over two 
decades was charged with public 
corruption on Tuesday, upend¬ 
ing City Hall as elected leaders 
scrambled to reassure the public 
that bribery and kickbacks would 
not be tolerated. 

The complaint unsealed against 
San Francisco Public Works Di¬ 
rector Mohammed Nuru and 
longtime restaurateur Nick Bovis 
focuses on an aborted attempt 
in 2018 to bribe a San Francisco 
airport commissioner for retail 
space. 

It also alleges other schemes in 
which Nuru is accused of trying 
to help his friend score contracts 
to build homeless shelters and 
portable toilets, along with a res¬ 
taurant at the city’s new $2 billion 
transit station. 

Nuru is also accused of ac¬ 
cepting free labor at his vacation 
home and a John Deere tractor as 


well as lavish gifts from a devel¬ 
oper, including a $2,070 bottle of 
wine. 

“The complaint alleges corrup¬ 
tion pouring into San Francisco 
from around the world,” said 
David L. Anderson, U.S. attor¬ 
ney for the Northern District of 
California. “San Francisco has 
been betrayed as alleged in the 
complaint.” 

Nuru appeared in federal court 
on Tuesday along with Bovis, the 
owner of Lefty O’Doul’s, a popu¬ 
lar sports bar in Fisherman’s 
Wharf, and other city businesses. 
Each was released after posting a 
$2 million bail. 

Nuru’s attorney, Ismail 
Ramsey, said that his client has 
been a dedicated public servant 
for decades and was grateful to 
have worked at Public Works. 

“Mr. Nuru welcomes and looks 
forward to addressing these 
charges in court,” he said. 

As the top official since 2012 in 
charge of a city public works oper¬ 
ating budget exceeding $500 mil¬ 
lion, Nuru is tasked with cleaning 
up San Francisco streets, which 


critics note remain cluttered with 
feces, trash and used needles 
amid a homelessness crisis. 

Nuru was initially arrested in 
late January and agreed to coop¬ 
erate with officials, but violated 
his agreement to not discuss the 
case and was re-arrested, Ander¬ 
son said. 

Nuru could face 25 years in 
prison, while Bovis could face 20 
years. 

The allegations say that the two 
participated in a scheme “to de¬ 
fraud the public of its right to the 
honest services of a public official 
through bribery or kickbacks” in 
violation of their duty. 

San Francisco Mayor London 
Breed said that Nuru was placed 
on administrative leave on Mon¬ 
day. She has asked the city at¬ 
torney and controller to review 
city contracts that may have been 
affected. 

“I will do everything I can to 
ensure that those who fail to up¬ 
hold (the highest) standard are 
held accountable,” she said in a 
statement. 


By Gene Johnson 
Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Thousands of 
nurses and other employees at 
a Seattle hospital system began 
a three-day strike over staffing 
levels, wages and other issues 
on Tuesday, forcing administra¬ 
tors to close two emergency de¬ 
partments and spend millions 
to bring in replacement workers 
from around the country. 

The picketers took to the side¬ 
walks in front of Swedish Medi¬ 
cal Center campuses wearing 
clear plastic ponchos against a 
heavy morning rain and carrying 
purple signs that read “Patients 
Before Profits” and “United For 
Our Patients.” 

Swedish closed two of its seven 
emergency departments — in Se¬ 
attle’s Ballard neighborhood and 
Redmond, Wash. — beginning at 
7 p.m. on Monday and said they 
would remain closed during the 
strike. 

Swedish said that it would spend 
millions on replacement workers. 
A final number wasn’t clear, but 
Swedish Health Services Chief 
Executive Guy Hudson called $11 
million “a start.” 

“Safe patient care is our num¬ 
ber one priority,” Hudson said. 
“As it has for 110 years, Swedish 
will continue to provide high- 
quality, compassionate care to 
patients and their families, even 
during the strike.” 

Susan Walker, a nurse in the 
day surgery department, joined 
dozens of others picketing outside 
the hospital. She said this was her 
first strike in 41 years as a nurse, 
but chronic short-staffing means 
that she has to work on her day off 
every two or three weeks. 

“We have to come in on our 
days off constantly to take care of 
patients,” Walker said. “It’s very 
disruptive to your life, but you 


feel sorry for your coworkers so 
you bite the bullet and come in.” 

The labor action called by 
SEIU Local 1199NW, which rep¬ 
resents 7,800 workers at Swed¬ 
ish, is one of the largest hospital 
strikes in the U.S. in recent years, 
and it comes amid both a national 
shortage of nurses and a trend of 
hospital consolidation. 

A recent study done for the 
American Hospital Association 
found that, thanks in part to effi¬ 
ciencies of scale, hospital mergers 
improve care and reduce costs for 
patients. Some economists have 
found otherwise and labor activ¬ 
ists say that it jeopardizes care. 

Swedish is a nonprofit orga¬ 
nization, meaning that it doesn’t 
distribute profits to shareholders. 
But strikers said that since it was 
taken over by a much larger non¬ 
profit health system — Renton, 
Wash.-based Providence St. Jo¬ 
seph Health — in 2012, adminis¬ 
trators have been cutting costs at 
the expense of patients. 

Providence made $970 million 
in the first nine months of 2019 
and has more than $11 billion on 
hand, according to its most recent 
financial statement. 

Hudson said he was disappoint¬ 
ed in the strike and that the ad¬ 
ministration had offered a strong 
wage and benefits package. That 
includes proposed raises totaling 
11.25% over four years; the union 
has been seeking 23.25%. 

The hospital is advising pa¬ 
tients who might need emergency 
or urgent care services in Bal¬ 
lard or Redmond to go to one of 
its other facilities, including its 
emergency departments at Seat¬ 
tle’s First Hill and Cherry Hill 
campuses. The hospital network 
also has emergency departments 
at its hospitals in Issaquah, Ed¬ 
monds and Mill Creek in Everett. 


Police officer charged with murder in death of handcuffed man 


Associated Press 

TEMPLE HILLS, Md. — A 
Maryland police officer who fa¬ 
tally shot a handcuffed man in the 
front seat of a police cruiser will 
face a murder charge, the police 
chief said on Tuesday. 

Prince George’s County Police 
Chief Hank Stawinski said dur¬ 
ing a news conference that he 
asked his special investigations 
response team to file multiple 
charges, including a second-de¬ 
gree murder count, against Cpl. 
Michael Owen, Jr., a 10-year vet¬ 
eran of the force. 

Owen was also charged with 
voluntary and involuntary man¬ 
slaughter, first-degree assault 
and use of a firearm in the com¬ 


mission of a crime of violence. 
He was arrested on Tuesday, de¬ 
partment spokeswoman Jennifer 
Donelan said. 

The victim was identified as 
William Howard Green, 43, of 
Washington. Authorities did not 
reveal Green’s race, citing de¬ 
partment policy. 

Stawinski called the announce¬ 
ment the most difficult of his ten¬ 
ure as police chief 

“I am unable to come to our 
community this evening and 
provide you with a reasonable 
explanation for the events that oc¬ 
curred last night,” the chief told 
reporters. “I concluded that what 
happened last night is a crime.” 

The deadly shooting occurred 


on Monday night inside the cruis¬ 
er after Prince George’s County 
police officers responded to re¬ 
ports that a driver had struck 
multiple vehicles near the Tem¬ 
ple Hills community, department 
spokeswoman Christina Cotter- 
man told news outlets during an 
earlier news conference. 

When officers located the driv¬ 
er, they smelled PCP and believed 
that the man was under the influ¬ 
ence, Cotterman said. 

Stawinski later said, however, 
that PCP did not appear to have 
been involved. He also could not 
corroborate a witness’ account of 
a struggle in the cruiser. 

The officer got into the driv¬ 
er’s seat after the suspect was 


taken into custody and placed in 
the front passenger seat, which 
conforms with the department’s 
policy. 

“A short time later, for reasons 
that are now at the center of the 
investigation. Green was shot 
seven times by the officer’s duty 
weapon,” according to a news re¬ 
lease issued Tuesday night. 

After the shooting, Owen and 
another officer removed Green 
from the cruiser and provided 
medical aid to Green, who died at 
a hospital a short time later. 

The shooting wasn’t caught on 
body-camera video because the 
officer didn’t have one. Cotter- 
man said. 

Owen had been placed on ad¬ 


ministrative leave prior to the an¬ 
nouncement that charges would 
be filed against him. 

Prince George’s County State’s 
Attorney, Aisha Braveboy, said in 
a statement on Tuesday that her 
office will conduct a “thorough 
and independent investigation. 

“We will seek truth, and will 
vigorously pursue justice in a 
way that is fair and responsible,” 
Braveboy said, according to The 
Washington Post. “Once we have 
received all information and 
completed our own investigation 
and analysis, I assure you that my 
office will be transparent and ac¬ 
countable to the public about our 
findings and how we will move 
forward.” 
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Syrian troops secure town 
opposition held since 12 



Russia Emergency Situations Ministry press service/AP 


Fishermen float on a piece of ice while trying to reach land near the island of Sakhalin 
in eastern Siberia, Russia, on Tuesday. 

536 stranded anglers rescued 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — In a nearly seven-hour 
operation, Russia’s emergency services 
rescued 536 ice fishermen after they got 
stranded on a giant ice floe that broke off 
the island of Sakhalin in eastern Siberia, 
officials said. 

Around 60 more people were able to get 
back onto the shore on their own Tuesday 
evening, emergency officials said. 

Footage of the incident showed groups of 
people using smaller pieces of ice as rafts 
and trying to row to the Russian coast on 
them as the giant ice floe with the strand¬ 
ed fishermen slowly drifted further away 


from the land. 

According to some of the Russian fish¬ 
ermen, by the time they had been rescued 
the frigid water rift between the ice floe 
and the coast was already 660 feet wide. 

It’s the third time in a week that emer¬ 
gency services in the Sakhalin region had 
to rescue ice fishermen stuck on drifting 
glacial masses. On Jan. 22, around 300 
people got stranded on an ice floe and on 
Sunday 600 others did. 

Local authorities blamed the fishermen 
for ignoring safety warnings and going ice 
fishing despite the danger of being strand¬ 
ed on ice floes. 


Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syrian govern¬ 
ment forces captured one of the largest 
and most strategic rebel-held towns in the 
country’s northwest, the Syrian military 
and opposition activists said Wednesday, 
part of a Russian-backed military assault 
that has displaced hundreds of thousands 
of people fleeing to safer areas. 

The town of Maaret al-Numan in Idlib 
province, which had been in rebel hands 
since 2012, sits on the highway linking 
Damascus with Aleppo and is considered 
critical to President Bashar Assad’s forces. 
The town is now largely empty as a result 
of intense bombardment in recent weeks. 

Its capture is the latest in a series of mili¬ 
tary triumphs for Assad. His forces have 
retaken control of most of the country from 
rebels, largely because of blanket air sup¬ 
port from Russia, which helped turn the 
tide in the nearly nine-year civil war. 

Syria’s nearly nine-year conflict has left 
more than 400,000 people dead and dis¬ 
placed half of Syria’s population, includ¬ 
ing more than 5 million who are refugees, 
mostly in neighboring countries. 

An exception to the Syrian government’s 
success in retaking territory from rebel 
groups has been Idlib province near the 


Turkish border, which is held by opposi¬ 
tion fighters and is dominated by al-Qaida- 
linked militants. Syrian government forces 
have been on the offensive for more than 
a month in Idlib province, the last rebel 
stronghold in the country. But in recent 
days, the government captured more than 
a dozen villages in the area as the insur¬ 
gents’ defenses began to crumble. 

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, an opposition war mon¬ 
itor, said insurgents withdrew from the 
town late Tuesday. Syrian troops had left 
a road west of the town open apparently to 
give a chance for insurgents to pull out and 
to avoid street battles inside the town. 

But the push appears to have angered 
Turkey, which backs the opposition and 
has for years coordinated with Russia, a 
main backer of Assad, during the conflict. 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
expressed frustration with Moscow over 
its failure to halt Syrian government at¬ 
tacks in Idlib. 

Erdogan said Russia is not loyal to agree¬ 
ments reached with Turkey over the situ¬ 
ation in Idlib, including a cease-fire that 
collapsed earlier this month. He said he is 
in contact with the Russians to tell them to 
stop the bombing “in Idlib or our patience 
will run out.” 
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Howard gets personal with 'Rebuilding Paradise' 


By Kenneth Turan 
Los Angeles Times 

R on Howard has already dealt 
with fire, lots of it. (The 1991 
drama “Backdraft” was 
nominated for three Oscars, 
including sound and visual effects.) 
And he’s made documentaries, more 
than one. But this time it was differ¬ 
ent. This time it was personal. This 
time it was for real. 

The director’s latest documentary, 
“Rebuilding Paradise,” recently un¬ 
veiled at the Sundance Film Festival, 
deals with the beyond-devastating 
Camp fire, the most destructive wild¬ 
fire in California history, which near¬ 
ly destroyed the Sierra Nevada town 
of Paradise, demolishing more than 
14,000 homes, ending 85 lives and dis¬ 
placing tens of thousands more. 

It’s an area of the state that How¬ 
ard knows well. He’s spent time in the 
town, where his mother-in-law lived 
for five years, and has lots of relatives 
in nearby Redding. And that made a 
difference. 

“We’ve grown numb to images of 
devastation, but when you are close to 
the people affected, you think of it on 
a more human level,” said the Oscar- 
winning filmmaker about the motiva¬ 
tion behind the project that turned 
into his first Sundance appearance. 

Talking to his assistant when the fire 
broke out on Nov. 8,2018, Howard had 
the title “Rebuilding Paradise” pop 
into his head almost immediately. 

The decision to go ahead with a doc 
was nailed down within a few days 
(National Geographic ended up as dis¬ 
tributor), Howard’s first camera crew 
was on site soon after and the director 
arrived at the three-week mark. 

“Asking questions, collecting foot¬ 
age, trying to reach people and get¬ 
ting them to open up — these things 
were not necessarily in my skill set,” 
the director remembers. 

Howard admits his celebrity helped 
at first, but says the key factor in ac¬ 
cess was that “we became known as 
the people who were staying. The 
town began to see that we were one of 
the few who were interested in them 
for the long haul, for an entire year 
from Nov. 8 (2018) to Nov. 8 (2019).” 
Best known for his blockbuster, and 


occasionally award-winning, Hol¬ 
lywood output, including “A Beauti¬ 
ful Mind,” “Apollo 13” and “Splash,” 
Howard has made documentaries, 
but of a different sort. 

“My film on Jay-Z (‘Made in Ameri¬ 
ca’) was behind the scenes, the Beatles 
(‘Eight Days a Week’) and Luciano 
Pavarotti (‘Pavarotti’) were mostly 
archival biographies, but this would 
be my first verite documentary. 

“There was no thesis here; I checked 
my expectations at the door. I wanted 
to cover something where I had no 
idea what the story would be, to find 
out what happens after the cameras 
leave and the spotlight is turned off 

“What were lives going to be like 
after this? What does it look like to 
rebuild? What will it take? This was a 
story I didn’t know anything about.” 

“Rebuilding Paradise” ended up 
following several of the town’s resi¬ 
dents, including the indomitable su¬ 
perintendent of schools, a high school 
grief counselor, a former mayor and a 
police officer who’d watched his own 
house burn down. 

“I discovered there was a grief 
cycle, kind of a graph of mourning, 
and that it applied to the whole town,” 
Howard reports, adding that the grief 
is far from over. 

Showing his film’s raging fire seg¬ 
ment (“I don’t think I’ve ever put to¬ 
gether more disturbing footage”) at a 
Sundance panel, he looked over at the 
Paradise residents in the audience. 

“They were all holding each other 
and crying,” the director reports. 
“What we don’t realize is that this is 
a long, complex tale of trauma, and 
people are still feeling it.” 

Though the film’s title might create 
the impression that the rebirth of the 
town went forward in one unstoppable 
wave, that couldn’t be further from 
the truth, and “Rebuilding Paradise” 
is at its best detailing the dishearten¬ 
ing obstacles, from residential bur¬ 
glaries to an at-times difficult FEMA 
bureaucracy, that stood in the way. 

“The process was jagged as hell, 
imperfect in the extreme,” Howard 
reports. “What was needed was not 
a superficial, sentimental kind of 
hope that was warm and fuzzy, but 
a brand of deep hope; something 
determined.” 



Jay L. Clendenin/Los Angeles Times 


Director Ron Howard’s latest project, the documentary “Rebuilding Paradise,” premiered 
recently at the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah. 


Bad Bunny releases song paying tribute to Kobe Bryant 


From wire reports 

Bad Bunny is paying his respects to the 
late basketball legend Kobe Bryant the 
way he knows best: through music. 

The singer released the song “6 Rings” 
on Monday in honor of the late Lakers star, 
who died in a helicopter crash over the 
weekend along with his 13-year-old daugh¬ 
ter Gianna and seven others. 

The two-minute track, sung in Spanish, 
includes commentary from Bryant’s 2006 
game against the Toronto Raptors in which 
the Lakers player scored a staggering 81 
points. 

It’s an earnest song filled with sorrow, 
mourning and admiration for the sports 
star, and it also grieves for Bryant’s young 
daughter. As Rolling Stone noted, the 
song’s title is a nod to wife Vanessa Bryant 
and No. 24’s five NBA championships. 

Bad Bunny joins a chorus of musical fig¬ 
ures from across the globe who’ve remem¬ 
bered the NBA legend. During the 62nd 



Los Angeles Times/TNS 

Bad Bunny’s new song, “6 Rings,” 
is a tribute to athlete Kobe Bryant. 

Grammy Awards on Sunday in Los Ange¬ 
les, Lizzo, Alicia Keys, John Legend and 
D J Khaled paid their respects to the player 
and his daughter on stage, while outside, 
thousands of fans gathered to mourn the 
death of Bryant and Gianna. 


Last original member of 
Kingston Trio dead at 85 

Bob Shane, the last surviving original 
member of the popular folk group the 
Kingston Trio and the lead singer on its 
million-selling ballad “Tom Dooley” and 
many other hits, has died. He was 85. 

Shane, Nick Reynolds and Dave Guard 
were performers in the San Francisco club 
circuit in the 1950s and broke through 
nationally in 1958 with their eponymous 
debut album, which featured “Tom Dool¬ 
ey,” an old standard inspired by a Confed¬ 
erate veteran’s conviction for murder. 

The song reached No. 1 on the Billboard 
pop charts, won a Grammy for best coun¬ 
try and western song (no folk category ex¬ 
isted) and helped launch the so-called folk 
revival, with other artists including Joan 
Baez; Peter, Paul and Mary; and, eventu¬ 
ally, Bob Dylan. 


Other news 

■ Miley Cyrus and Liam Hemsworth 
are officially single. Court records show 
that a Los Angeles judge on Tuesday final¬ 
ized the divorce that ended the brief mar¬ 
riage of the 27-year-old American pop star 
and the 30-year-old Australian actor. The 
couple separated and Hemsworth filed for 
divorce in August, about eight months after 
he and Cyrus married. Documents cited 
irreconcilable differences as the reason. 

■ Mac Miller’s “Circles,” debuting at 
No. 3 for the week on the Billboard Top 
200, became his sixth Top 10 album. The 
posthumous release, billed by his family as 
his “sixth and final studio album,” entered 
the charts behind the surprise Eminem 
release “Music to Be Murdered By” and 
Halsey’s “Manic.” Miller topped the chart 
in 2011 with his debut album “Blue Slide 
Park,” and landed in the top four with each 
of the four albums before “Circles.” 
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I HAVE LOW SELF- 
ESTEEM, BUT THE 
OTHER. DAY I WAS 
THINKING. . . 


WHAT IF I'M ACTUALLY 
GR.EAT AND I JUST 
DONT KNOW IT? 
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ACROSS 

1 Sleeve end 
5 Soap unit 
8 Con job 

12 Milky gem 

13 Foot rub 
response 

14 Chorus syllables 

15 Author Ferber 

16 24 hours 

17 Fashion 
magazine 

18 Soldier’s ID 
20 Nest setting 
22 Wed 

26 Origami need 

29 Ref 

30 Conk out 

31 Country singer 
Jackson 

32 Rx writers 

33 Lion’s pride? 

34 Dijon denial 
35Corp. boss 

36 Does the job 

37 Wed 

40 Injure 

41 Haystack find 
45— cheese 

dressing 
47 “You’ve got 
mail” CO. 

49 Satan’s purchase 

50 Disposition 

51 Roth svgs. plan 
52Albacore, e.g. 

53 Diminish 

1-30 

T S S P I Z Z 
T D T Z S 


54 Morning moisture 25 Casual tops 


55 Exam format 

DOWN 

1 Not single-sex 

2 High hairstyle 

3 Sharp tooth 

4 Level 

5 Police ID 

6 Bond rating 

7 Beats 

8 Streamlined 

9 Its days are 
numbered 

10100% 

11 Fannie — 

19 Football 
filler 

21 Gym unit 

23 Henry Vlll’s 
house 

24 Sty cry 


26 Hunger 
reminder 

27 Lotion additive 

28 Temple to all 
the gods 

32 Disney’s Ariel, 
for one 

33 Gallo winery 
setting 

35 Train unit 

36 Teeny 

38 “All in the Family” 
spinoff 

39 Acquired 
relative 

42 Gloomy 

43 Moth variety 

44 Israeli airline 

45 Upscale auto 

46 Mauna — 

48 Raw mineral 
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CRYPTOQUIP 

YIHJTTW DRZCWR 
DCZAB VCJF IW 


REJHRARZG VRCHS 

B N C H I Z - B F I N R S PTSG: FRZCE 
J F R Y I J 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE PLAYFUL SEA 
MAMMAL HAD A YEN FOR SUCCULENT FRUIT, 
SO IT POLISHED OFF SOME OTTER-MELON. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals D 
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By David Ignatius 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
ive years ago, a Navy lieutenant 
wrote a graduate school thesis 
titled “Navy SEALs gone wild: 
publicity, fame, and the loss of the 
quiet professional.” That was a warning 
bell of trouble among America’s bravest 
but most stressed warriors. 

The ethical squeeze got worse last year, 
when President Donald Trump intervened 
in a military discipline case to protect a 
publicity-hungry SEAL named Eddie Gal¬ 
lagher, who had become a darling of Fox 
News despite allegations that he had violat¬ 
ed SEAL rules. Pentagon leaders cringed 
at Trump’s meddling, knowing it could 
make discipline problems worse. 

“I was not pleased with the way that 
Navy Seal Eddie Gallagher’s trial was 
handled by the Navy. He was treated very 
badly,” Trump complained in a November 
tweet. He probably thought he was stand¬ 
ing up for the military, but four retired 
four-star generals told me this week that 
Trump’s comment was a gut punch to the 
order and accountability that these brave 
men and women need to perform their 
missions honorably. 

A former commander warned of the cost 
to military ethics and discipline of presi¬ 
dential interference in the Gallagher case 
and two others Trump championed: “Now 
the tendency is to reach out to Fox News. 
You might end up smelling like a rose, and 
you might even get invited to Mar-a-Lago,” 
as Gallagher and his wife were. 

Special Operations Command took an 
important step Tuesday to protect the in¬ 
tegrity of its forces with the release of a 


By Jerrod a. Laber 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

U .S. and Russian troops in north¬ 
eastern Syria are disrupting 
one another’s movements along 
a major highway, according to 
the Syrian Observatory of Human Rights. 
“I think the Russians are always testing 
us,” said Air Force M^. Gen. Alexus G. 
Grynkewich after Turkish media reported 
that there was a standoff earlier this month, 
as U.S. forces blocked access to an oil field. 
Reports say that such encounters have be¬ 
come more common in recent weeks, with 
the latest happening last week. Thankfully, 
communication between Washington and 
Moscow has thus far allowed each side 
to avoid mistakes that could turn things 
violent. 

However, tensions between the two sides 
are growing, perfectly illustrating why the 
U.S. should have exited Syria a long time 
ago. President Donald Trump’s decision 
to keep a handful of troops in Syria to pro¬ 
tect the oil fields needlessly puts American 
forces in harm’s way. Before an accident 
puts us at further risk of a conflict with a 
nuclear superpower, the U.S. should finally 
pack up and leave Syria. 

There’s no vital U.S. security interest at 
stake that demands staying in Syria and 
guarding their oil fields. The Pentagon 
has stressed that the U.S. mission there is 
to prevent Islamic State from taking the 
fields and profiting from the sale of the oil. 
But after getting hammered in their fight 
against multiple parties, including the 
US., Russia, Iran and Syria, the remnants 
of ISIS are in no position to maintain and 
profit off of oil fields in northeast Syria. 


comprehensive review of the “culture and 
ethics” of these elite units. It’s written in 
careful language (perhaps to a fault) and 
doesn’t go near the issue of Trump’s in¬ 
tervention in the cases of Gallagher and 
others. 

But the thrust of the report is clear: Spe¬ 
cial operations forces are badly frayed by 
nearly 20 years of war. They’ve been the 
fix for every big military problem since 
Sept. 11, 2001. They’ve become the most 
fearsome killers in the history of warfare. 
But they’re at the red line. 

Gen. Richard Clarke, the SOCOM com¬ 
mander, told reporters Tuesday: “We have 
a ‘can do’ culture with a bias toward ac¬ 
tion,” but nearly two decades of war have 
“imbalanced that culture” and “set condi¬ 
tions favorable for inappropriate behavior.” 
Clarke underlined that message Tuesday 
with a letter to the roughly 75,000 troops 
under SOCOM: “Trust is our currency,” 
he wrote, but recent discipline issues have 
“jeopardized that trust.” 

SOCOM warned in its 69-page report 
that it had “uncovered not only potential 
cracks in the SOF foundations at the indi¬ 
vidual and team level, but also through the 
chain of command, specifically in the core 
[tenets] of discipline and accountability.” If 
the underlying conditions aren’t addressed, 
“unethical behavior and misconduct” could 
put performance and safety at risk. 

The military has known for a decade that 
its special operations forces were stretched 
to the danger point. Elite units were de¬ 
ployed in Iraq and Afghanistan almost 
continuously, sometimes with no “dwell 
time” at home between assignments. A 
SOCOM commander worried a decade ago 
that the force was ragged. His master ser¬ 
geant responded that it was worse; there 


After the fall of the physical ISIS ca¬ 
liphate, the terrorist group was decimated 
— the stragglers adhering to the radical 
ideology are today a faint shadow of the 
group that once terrorized the world. They 
do not possess the infrastructure needed to 
push the oil to market. On top of that, ISIS is 
surrounded on all sides by forces — Syria, 
Iran, Turkey, the Kurds and Russia — who 
seek their elimination. These local and re¬ 
gional actors are more than capable and 
willing to combat the remnants of ISIS. 

In the event that a credible threat from 
ISIS against the homeland emerged, U.S. 
global intelligence, surveillance, recon¬ 
naissance and strike capabilities allow it 
to combat that threat without a permanent 
presence in Syria or anywhere else in the 
Middle East. Last year’s raid that killed 
the leader of ISIS took place in a region of 
Syria without a U.S. presence, proving that 
targeted raids remain effective even with¬ 
out a permanent military presence in the 
region. 

U.S. policy in Syria represents a coun¬ 
terproductive “regime change-lite” ap¬ 
proach. The U.S. does not actively seek 
to overthrow the Assad regime anymore, 
though it did early on in the conflict. But 
it seems as if the purpose of our policy is 
to deny Bashar Assad the ability to fully 
bring Syria back under his control. Given 
the bad blood between Assad and ISIS, 
there can be no fears that Damascus would 
tolerate Syrian oil fields being comman¬ 
deered by ISIS. In other words, the U.S. 
presence effectively denies Damascus ac¬ 
cess to Syria’s oil revenue, which could be 
used to recover from the civil war. Assad 
is an abomination, but keeping Syria splin- 


were “gaping holes.” 

SOCOM commanders have tried hard 
to repair the damage. Adm. Eric Olson in 
2011 reported on pressure faced by special 
operators and their families. Adm. William 
McRaven, his successor, created mental 
and physical health facilities to better pro¬ 
tect forces and families; Gen. Joseph Votel, 
the next commander, had earlier removed 
a SOF unit from Afghanistan that was re¬ 
porting far more enemy killed-in-action 
than other units; Gen. Tony Thomas, who 
followed, sent troops a 2018 “guidance 
on ethics” and directed a focus on core 
values. 

The pressures have eased. Because SOF 
personnel have nearly doubled since 9/11, 
troops can now, in theory, spend two years 
at home for every year they’re deployed. 

But culture begins at the top, with Amer¬ 
ica’s political leadership. When Trump 
complains, as he did in a tweet last year, 
“We train our boys to be killing machines, 
then prosecute them when they kill!” he 
risks undermining commanders’ work 
on accountability. Even worse is when he 
seems to condone Gallagher’s attack on 
the SEAL commander for conducting a 
peer review of Gallagher’s SEAL status. 
“I would have torn him apart,” says one 
retired four-star general of Gallagher’s 
behavior. “That was insubordination, pure 
and simple.” 

America’s debt to its SOF fighters is im¬ 
mense. They’ve lived the burden of com¬ 
bat, and the reality that it can bring out the 
best and worst in people. Part of protect¬ 
ing these warriors is reducing the burden 
of too many deployments — and maintain¬ 
ing discipline and accountability when bad 
things happen. 


tered in this way benefits ISIS more than it 
hurts him, as he remains fully supported 
by Moscow. 

Much like the U.S. killing of Iranian Mqj. 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, U.S. actions seem 
to be intent on simply punishing bad guys. 
But foreign policy should be about secur¬ 
ing vital national interests rather than a 
moral crusade to twist the world’s arm to 
conform to our view of justice. 

Perhaps the most important reason the 
U.S. should exit Syria is because its pres¬ 
ence risks an unintended conflict with 
Syria, Iran or Russia. As the reports of 
U.S. and Russian standoffs show, we are 
merely one accident or miscommunication 
away from a war. 

While thankfully nothing has happened 
yet, any time two antagonistic parties that 
are armed to the teeth rub up against each 
other the wrong way, mistakes can happen. 
It’s not a foregone conclusion that every en¬ 
counter will end peacefully. This is a risk 
the U.S. should not take. 

Syria is a weak, poor state in a region 
that is becoming less strategically signifi¬ 
cant by the day. Sticking around makes 
ending the civil war more difficult and 
puts a very limited number of U.S. troops 
in harm’s way for a mission that does noth¬ 
ing to make us here at home any safer. It’s 
time to take the U.S. presence in Syria off 
autopilot. It’s time to come home. 

Jerrod A. Laber is a writer and feilow at Defense 
Priorities, a foreign poiicy organization that 
seeks “to inform citizens, thought leaders, and 
policymakers of the importance of a strong, 
dynamic miiitary — used more judiciously to 
protect America’s narrowiy defined national 
interests — and promote a realistic grand 
strategy prioritizing restraint, dipiomacy, and 
free trade to ensure U.S. security.” 



Securing Syrian oil is still a terrible idea 
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SCOREBOARD/COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Pro football 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 4 

Houston 22, Buffalo 19, OT 
Tennessee 20, New England 13 

Sunday, Jan. 5 

Minnesota 26, New Orleans 20, OT 
Seattle 17, Philadelphia 9 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 11 

San Francisco 27, Minnesota 10 
Tennessee 28, Baltimore 12 

Sunday, Jan. 12 

Kansas City 51, Houston 31 
Green Bay 28, Seattle 23 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 19 

AFC: Kansas City 35, Tennessee 24 
NFC: San Francisco 37, Green Bay 20 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 26 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC 38, NFC 33 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 2 
At Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Kansas City vs. San Francisco 


Deals 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Agreed to terms 
with IB Mitch Moreland on a one-year 
contract. Designated RHP Denyi Reyes 
for assignment. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Named Ryan En¬ 
gels development coach of Round Rock 
(PCL): Gregorio Pettit manager, Jason 
Kanzier hitting coach and Sean Connole 
mental skills and development coach 
of Corpus Christ! (TL); Rafael Pena hit¬ 
ting coach of Fayetteville (Carolina): 
Sean Godfrey hitting coach of Quad Cit¬ 
ies (MWL); Wladimir Sutil manager, Er¬ 
nesto Irizarry hitting coach and Tanner 
Lubbach development coach of Tri-City 
(NYP): Ricardo Rivera manager of the 
GCL Astros; Luis Reynoso hitting coach of 
the DSL Astros; Jeff Lewis minor league 
rehab coordinator: and Terrence Kennell 
minor league strength and conditioning 
rehab coordinator. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Desig¬ 
nated 3B Pat Valaika for assignment. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms 
with OF Steven Souza Jr. on a one-year 
contract. Selected the contract of LHP 
Adam Choplick from Southern Maryland 
(Atlantic). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Designated OF 
Jose Siri for assignment. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Signed RHP 
Shelby Miller to a minor league contract. 

NEW YORK METS - Signed RHPs Rob 
Whalen and Erasmo Ramirez and INF Ed¬ 
uardo Nto minor league contracts. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Agreed 
to terms with IB Ryan Zimmerman on a 
one-year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

Women’s National Basketball Association 

NEW YORK LIBERTY - Named Shelley 
Patterson assistant coach. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Named An¬ 
drew Berry executive vice president of 
football operations and general man¬ 
ager. Signed FB Johnny Stanton to a re¬ 
serve/future contract. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Named Mike Sh- 
ula quarterbacks coach. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Named Bill 
O’Brien general manager in addition to 
his duties as coach. Promoted executive 
vice president of team development Jack 
Easterby to executive vice president of 
football operation. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - An¬ 
nounced the retirement of offensive line 
coach Dante Scarnecchia. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Reassigned G 
Filip Larsson from Grand Rapids (AHL) to 
Toledo (ECHL). 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS - Agreed to 
terms with D Marcus Pettersson on a 
five-year contract extension. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MINNESOTA UNITED - Signed F Luis 
Amarilla on a 12-month loan from Velez 
Sarsfleld (Primera Division Argentina). 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Signed D Gud- 
mundur Thorarinsson. 

SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES - Acquired F 
Oswaldo Alanis on a one-year loan from 
Chivas de Guadalajara. 

COLLEGE 

ARMY — Named Sean Saturnio special 
teams coach. 

RUTGERS — Named Adam Scheler 
special teams coordinator. 

WASHINGTON STATE - Named Jake 
Dickert defensive coordinator. 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Butler 69, Georgetown 64 
Hunter 75, York (NY) 52 
Old Westbury 78, Merchant Marine 73, OT 
Rutgers 70, Purdue 63 
Villanova 79, St. John’s 59 
SOUTH 

Barton 72, Limestone 62 
Clemson 71, Syracuse 70 
Duke 79, Pittsburgh 67 
Georgia Tech 82, Morehouse 54 
Miami 71, Virginia Tech 61 
Mississippi St. 78, Florida 71 
Rhode Island 78, George Mason 64 
Texas A&M 63, Tennessee 58 
VCU 87, Richmond 68 
Virginia 61, Florida St. 56 
MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 67, Ball St. 61 

Buffalo 77, Akron 74 

Cincinnati 65, SMU 43 

Kent St. 83, Toledo 70 

Miami (Ohio) at Cent. Michigan, ppd. 

Michigan 79, Nebraska 68 

Missouri 72, Georgia 69 

N. Illinois 61, Ohio 59 

FAR WEST 

Fresno St. 79, Air Force 68 
Utah St. 68, Wyoming 45 


AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 2 Gonzaga at Santa Clara 
No. 11 Oregon at California 
No. 15 Maryland vs. No. 18 Iowa 
No. 19 Illinois vs. Minnesota 
No. 20 Colorado at UCLA 
Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Baylor vs. TCU 
No. 2 Gonzaga at San Francisco 
No. 3 Kansas vs. Texas Tech 
No. 4 San Diego State vs. Utah State 
No. 5 Florida State at Virginia Tech 
No. 6 Louisville at N.C. State 
No. 7 Dayton vs. Fordham 
No. 8 Villanova vs. Creighton at the 
Wells Fargo Center 
No. 9 Duke at Syracuse 
No. 10 Seton Hall vs. Xavier 
No. 11 Oregon at Stanford 
No. 12 West Virginia vs. Kansas State 
No. 13 Kentucky at No. 17 Auburn 
No. 14 Michigan State at Wisconsin 
No. 16 Butler vs. Providence 
No. 20 Colorado at Southern Cal 
No. 21 Houston at Cincinnati 
No. 22 LSU vs. Mississippi 
No. 23 Wichita State at Tulsa 
No. 24 Penn State at Nebraska 
No. 25 Rutgers vs. Michigan at Madi¬ 
son Square Garden 

Sunday’s game 
No. 18 Iowa vs. No. 19 Illinois 


Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Hunter 78, York (NY) 55 

Merchant Marine 49, Old Westbury 38 

Rider 60, Fairfield 52 

SOUTH 

Barton 67, Limestone 58 
Campbell 43, Radford 32 
East Carolina 71, Memphis 65 
Gardner-Webb 70, High Point 57 
Hampton 72, Longwood 55 
Presbyterian 67, Charleston Southern 46 
UNC Asheville 50, Winthrop 43 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 83, Iowa St. 62 
Texas 70, Oklahoma 53 


AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 1 South Carolina at Mississippi 
No. 3 Oregon at Utah 
No. 4 UConn vs. Cincinnati 
No. 5 Louisville at Notre Dame 
No. 7 N.C. state at Clemson 
No. 9 Mississippi state vs. Auburn 
No. 10 Oregon State at Colorado 
No. 12 Gonzaga vs. San Diego 
No. 13 Kentucky at Missouri 
No. 14 Florida State vs. Boston College 
No. 15 Texas A&M vs. Georgia 
No. 17 Maryland at Ohio State 
No. 18 Iowa at Penn State 
No. 20 Indiana vs. Wisconsin 
No. 22 Tennessee at Vanderbilt 
No. 23 Northwestern vs. Michigan 
No. 25 Arkansas at Alabama 
Friday’s games 
No. 2 Baylor at Texas 
No. 6 Stanford at Washington 
No. 8 UCLA at No. 16 Arizona 
No. 11 DePaul vs. Creighton 
No. 19 Arizona State vs. Southern Cal 
No. 24 Missouri State vs. Bradley 

Saturday’s games 
No. 3 Oregon at Colorado 
No. 10 Oregon State at Utah 
No. 12 Gonzaga vs. BYU 
No. 14 Florida State at Pittsburgh 
Sunday’s games 

No. 1 South Carolina vs. No. 22 Ten¬ 
nessee 

No. 6 Stanford at Washington State 

No. 7 N.C. State at Duke 

No. 8 UCLA at No. 19 Arizona State 

No. 11 DePaul vs. Providence 

No. 13 Kentucky vs. Florida 

No. 15 Texas A&M at LSU 

No. 16 Arizona vs. Southern Cal 

No. 18 Iowa at Michigan 

No. 21 South Dakota at Denver 

No. 23 Northwestern at Penn State 

No. 24 Missouri State vs. Illinois State 

No. 25 Arkansas at Missouri 



Lee Luther Jr./AP 


Virginia forward Jay Huff, second from right, blocks a shot by Florida State forward Malik Osborne 
during the second half of Tuesday’s game in Charlottesville, Va. Virginia won 61-56. 


College basketball roundup 


Cavaliers end Seminoles' 
10-game winning streak 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — Kihei Clark scored 
15 points, including a go-ahead layup with 59 sec¬ 
onds left, and Virginia ended No. 5 Florida State’s 
10-game winning streak, 61-56 on Tuesday night. 

Mamadi Diakite had 19 points and nine rebounds 
for the Cavaliers, who have won two straight after 
losing four of their previous five. That stretch raised 
questions about whether the defending national 
champions would even make the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment this year. 

The game was tied 11 times and neither team 
could get any separation over the final 10 minutes. 
Virginia trailed 56-55 before Clark drove down the 
left side of the lane, reached across and banked his 
shot in on the right side. After Devin Vassell missed 
a jumper for the Seminoles, Diakite hit a pair of free 
throws with 13.9 seconds left for the Cavs (14-6, 6-4 
Atlantic Coast Conference). 

Florida State (17-3, 7-2) had two chances to tie 
it, but Wyatt Wilkes missed badly on a three-point 
try from the top of the key and Trent Forrest also 
missed from the left corner. Braxton Key added a 
pair of free throws for the Cavs. 

Vassell led the Seminoles with 17 points. The loss 
was FSU’s first since Dec. 3 at Indiana. 

No. 9 Duke 79, Pittsburgh 67: Vernon Carey 
Jr. had 26 points and 13 rebounds as the Blue Devils 
beat the Panthers after both teams honored Kobe 
Bryant during a pregame ceremony at Cameron In¬ 
door Stadium. 

Tre Jones contributed 14 points and Duncan 
Goldwire scored 13 as Duke (17-3, 6-2 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) won its second straight game 
after dropping consecutive decisions to Clemson 
and Louisville. Pitt (13-8, 4-6) was led by Au’Diese 
Toney’s game-high 27 points, but lost for the fourth 
time in six games. 

No. 8 Villanova 79, St. John’s 59: Saddiq Bey 
scored 23 points, Collin Gillespie had 17 points and 
13 rebounds, and the visiting Wildcats won their sev¬ 
enth straight game, easily handling the Red Storm. 

Justin Moore, starting for injured forward Jer¬ 
maine Samuels, added 11 points and fellow fresh¬ 


man Jeremiah Robinson-Earl had 13 points and 14 
rebounds as balanced Villanova (17-3, 7-1 Big East) 
won for the 13th time in 14 games. 

No. 16 Butler 69, Georgetown 64: Kamar Bald¬ 
win heated up after halftime for the second consec¬ 
utive game, helping the visiting Bulldogs overcome 
another deficit to beat the Hoyas. 

Baldwin scored 12 of his 13 points in the second 
half, and now Butler (17-4, 5-3 Big East) has won 
two consecutive games after dropping three in a 
row in Big East play. 

No. 17 Auburn 83, Mississippi 82 (20T): Isaac 
Okoro converted a big three-point play with 1:41 
left in the second overtime, and the visiting Tigers 
topped the Rebels. 

Okoro had 14 points and nine rebounds for Auburn 
(18-2,5-2 SEC), which trailed by as many as 19 early 
in the second half Anfernee McLemore led the Ti¬ 
gers with 19 points, and Samir Doughty had 17. 

No. 25 Rutgers 70, Purdue 63: Caleb McCon¬ 
nell scored 16 points, making all 12 of his free-throw 
attempts, and the host Scarlet Knights nearly blew a 
17-point lead before holding off the Boilermakers. 

Rutgers (16-5, 7-3 Big Ten) built the lead to 44-27 
before Purdue (11-10,4-6) whittled the lead to three 
with a minute and a half to go. It was the closest the 
Boilermakers got. 

Fresno State 79, Air Force 68: New Williams 
scored 25 points and Nate Grimes added 21 points, 
nine rebounds and three blocks as the visiting Bull¬ 
dogs beat the Falcons. 

Jarred Hyder had 10 points for Fresno State (7-14, 
3-7 Mountain West Conference). Orlando Robinson 
added seven rebounds. Williams made six of the 
Bulldogs’ 14 three-pointers and the team went 15- 
for-16 from the free-throw line. 

The Bulldogs scored the first bucket of the sec¬ 
ond half to take a lead (38-36) they didn’t relinquish. 
The lead peaked at 13 points when Anthony Holland 
hit a three-pointer for a 71-58 advantage with 4:12 
remaining. 

Sid Tomes had 16 points, six rebounds and six as¬ 
sists for Air Force (9-13, 3-7), whose losing streak 
reached four games. Caleb Morris added 15 points. 
Ryan Swan had 14 points and three assists. 
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NBA 


Roundup 

No Antetokounmpo, 
no worry, as Bucks’ 
Middleton scores 51 

Career-high night leads team past Wizards 


Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Khris Mid¬ 
dleton scored a career-high 51 
points in the absence of injured 
teammate Giannis Antetok- 
ounmpo, leading the Milwaukee 
Bucks to a 151-131 victory over 
the Washington Wizards on Tues¬ 
day night. 

Middleton, hoping to be chosen 
an All-Star reserve for the second 
straight year on Thursday, helped 
the Bucks hold off a second-half 
Wizards rally. Middleton also had 
10 rebounds and six assists. 

Milwaukee (41-6) scored a 
franchise-record 88 points in the 
first half, finished with its high¬ 
est total of the season and won 
its ninth straight game despite 
the absence of Antetokounmpo, 
who sat out with a right shoulder 
injury. 

Bradley Beal led Washington 
(15-31) with 47 points, his second 
straight 40-point game and sixth 
of the season. 

Celtics 109, Heat 101: Gor¬ 
don Hayward had 29 points and 
nine rebounds, and Boston led 
nearly the entire way in a win at 
Miami. 

Jaylen Brown scored 25 points 
for the Celtics, and Kemba Walk¬ 
er added 16 points and eight as¬ 
sists. Daniel Theis finished with 
10 points and 11 rebounds. 

Goran Dragic led the Heat, who 
lost at home to an Eastern Confer¬ 
ence opponent for the first time in 
14 games this season. 

Pelicans 125, Cavaliers 111: 
Zion Williamson scored 14 points 
— all inside — in an uneventful 
NBA road debut, helping New Or¬ 
leans to the victory. 

Playing in just his fourth game, 
Williamson added nine rebounds 
in 30 minutes, his most as a pro. 
He didn’t do anything spectacu¬ 


lar or particularly crowd pleas¬ 
ing, but that hardly mattered to 
the Pelicans, who are just happy 
to have the hyped rookie on the 
floor and healthy. 

Raptors 130, Hawks 114: 
Kyle Lowry had 12 points and 11 
assists while becoming his team’s 
career assists leader, and host 
Toronto earned its season-best 
eighth straight win. 

Serge Ibaka had 24 points and 
10 rebounds and Pascal Siakam 
added 24 points as the Raptors 
won their 10th in a row over 
Atlanta. 

Suns 133, Mavericks 104: 

Devin Booker scored 20 of his 32 
points in the third quarter, De- 
andre Ayton had a season-high 
31 points and the Phoenix never 
trailed in a win at Dallas. 

Booker started the scoring in 
the third before the ball had even 
been thrown in, making a free 
throw after the last of three first- 
half technicals against the Mavs 
was called against Tim Hardaway 
Jr. after the halftime buzzer. 

Grizzlies 104, Nuggets 96: 
Dillon Brooks scored 24 points 
and Jonas Valanciunas had 23 
points and 12 rebounds, leading 
host Memphis to its third straight 
win. Ja Morant had 14 points as 
the Grizzlies led from start to 
finish. Jaren Jackson Jr. had 10 
points and blocked a career-high 
seven shots. 

Hornets 97, Knicks 92: 

Terry Rozier had 30 points and 
10 rebounds, and host Charlotte 
snapped an eight-game losing 
streak. 

Miles Bridges added 15 points 
in the Hornets’ first win since 
Jan. 4. Willy Hernangomez had 
12 points and 10 rebounds for his 
first double-double of the season. 



Jeffrey Phelps/AP 


Bucks small forward Khris Middleton, right, had 51 points, including 
seven three-pointers, to lead his team to a 151-131 victory Tuesday 
over the Washington Wizards in Milwaukee. 



Matt Slocum/AP 

Philadelphia 76ers center Joel Embiid goes up for a shot against Golden State Warriors forward Omari 
Spellman. Embiid wearing No. 24 for the first time, had 24 points in a 115-104 win in Philadelphia. 


Embiid dons No. 24, 
scores 24 in victory 


By Dan Gelston 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Joel Em¬ 
biid had to do it like the kids on 
the playground, a yell of “Kobe!” 
as he shot a fadeaway in the one- 
night-only No. 24 jersey he wore 
for his basketball idol. 

Embiid buried the bucket to 
give him a tidy 24 points — and 
yes, eight defensive rebounds — 
in a somber night in Philly dedi¬ 
cated to Kobe Bryant. 

Embiid returned early from a 
hand injury, in part to help the 
Sixers in their push for a better 
playoff seed in the East, but also 
because he wanted to honor Bry¬ 
ant. Embiid was a teen in Africa 
when he first got hooked on bas¬ 
ketball watching Bryant in the 
2010 NBA Finals. Bryant’s style 
and swagger inspired the 7-foot 
Embiid to give up volleyball and 
convince his father he had a new 
direction in his promising ath¬ 
letic career. 

“That was the turning point 
in my life,” Embiid said. “It was 
watching Kobe. After watching, I 
just wanted to be like him.” 

Wearing No. 24 in honor of Bry¬ 
ant, Embiid powered Philadelphia 
to a 115-104 win over the Golden 
State Warriors on Tuesday. 

Embiid and the rest of the Six¬ 
ers wore No. 24 and No. 8 Bry¬ 
ant jerseys in warmups in honor 
of the Los Angeles Lakers star, 
who was killed Sunday in a heli¬ 
copter crash. Embiid was granted 
permission from Hall of Earner 
Bobby Jones to wear the retired 
No. 24 instead of his usual 21 for 
his first game since he tore a liga¬ 
ment in a finger in his left hand. 

“It was tough but that’s how you 
honor him, you go out there and 


you do your best,” Embiid said. 
“You work hard and you play 
through stuff” 

The Sixers went 6-3 without 
Embiid, the first Sixer to be voted 
to three straight All-Star Games 
since Allen Iverson. 

Embiid had averaged 23.4 
points and 12.3 rebounds in 31 
games this season. Against the 
Warriors, Embiid played with a 
splint on his hand that didn’t af¬ 
fect him when he buried a three 
that sent the Sixers into halftime 
with a 59-54 lead. 

“For his first game back, it was 
pretty impressive,” coach Brett 
Brown said. 

Philadelphia’s Ben Simmons 
had “Mamba Forever” and 
“RIP Gigi” (for Bryant’s daugh¬ 
ter, among the nine killed in 
the crash) on each sneaker and 
scored 17 points. 

The Sixers were the latest team 
to honor Bryant in a pregame 
ceremony. Bryant led subur¬ 
ban Lower Merion High School 
to the Class AAAA state title 
at Hersheypark Arena in 1996, 
the school’s first since 1943. His 
framed No. 33 Aces jersey was 
displayed at midcourt and the 
Sixers held a 33-second moment 
of silence to honor Bryant and the 
other eight passengers who died 
in the helicopter crash. 

The 10-win Warriors gave the 
Sixers a serious challenge. The 
Sixers were 12-point favorites 
but D’Angelo Russell, who scored 
a team-high 28 points, kept the 
Warriors within single digits for 
most of the fourth quarter. 

A1 Horford buried a three and 
Shake Milton followed with anoth¬ 
er to push it to a 16-point lead and 
send the Sixers on their way to a 
whopping 22-2 record at home. 


Scoreboard 


Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Orlando 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

DetroPt 

Cleveland 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

:o 33 14 .702 - 

- 15 .674 V/2 

17 .646 2'/2 

__ 26 .422 13 

13 35 .271 20'/2 

Southeast Division 

■' 15 .681 - 


21 27 .438 ll'/2 

16 31 .340 16 

15 31 .326 16'/2 

12 36 .250 20'/2 

Central Division 

41 6 .872 - 

30 17 .638 11 

19 30 .388 23 

17 31 .354 24V2 

13 35 .271 28'/2 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 

Memphis 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 


29 17 .630 - 

29 18 .617 Vi 

23 24 .489 6'/2 

20 26 .435 9 

'■ " .396 11 


Utah 
Denver 

Oklahoma City 

Portland 

Minnesota 


Northwest Division 


. 


Pacific Division 


14 .696 - 

15 .681 '/2 

20 .583 5 

27 .426 12'/2 

32 .319 17y2 


10 .783 - 

14 .702 3Vi 

27 .426 16'/2 
29 .370 19 

38 .208 27 


L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers 
Phoenix 
Sacramento 
Golden State 

Monday’s games 

Cleveland 115, Detroit 100 
Miami 113, Orlando 92 
Dallas 107, Oklahoma City 97 
Sacramento 133, Minnesota 129, OT 
Chicago 110, San Antonio 109 
Houston 126, Utah 117 

Tuesday's games 
Philadelphia 115, Golden State 104 
Charlotte 97, New York 92 
Toronto 130, Atlanta 114 
New Orleans 125, Cleveland 111 
Boston 109, Miami 101 
Memphis 104, Denver 96 
Milwaukee 151, Washington 131 
Phoenix 133, Dallas 104 
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers, ppd 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Indiana 
Detroit at Brooklyn 
Memphis at New York 
Utah at San Antonio 
Houston at Portland 
Oklahoma City at Sacramento 
Thursday’s games 
Charlotte at Washington 
Toronto at Cleveland 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
Golden State at Boston 
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers 
Utah at Denver 

Friday’s games 
Toronto at Detroit 
Chicago at Brooklyn 
Dallas at Houston 
Memphis at New Orleans 
Denver at Milwaukee 
Oklahoma City at Phoenix 
Portland at L.A. Lakers 
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Carlos Osorio/A P 


A tribute to Kobe Bryant is played before 
a game Monday between the Cleveland 
Cavaliers and the Detroit Pistons. 

League teams 
continue their 
tributes to Kobe 

By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — In Philadelphia, Joel Embiid 
paid tribute to Kobe Bryant by wearing 
one of his jersey numbers. 

Brooklyn’s Spencer Dinwiddle and Or¬ 
lando’s Terrence Ross are showing their 
respect by no longer doing so. Boston’s 
Kemba Walker is considering such a 
change. 

And coaches around the league left their 
snazzy leather shoes in the office Tuesday 
night, wearing Bryant’s signature sneak¬ 
ers instead. 

The games are going on — except in Los 
Angeles, for a couple more days anyway. 
So, too, is the grief after the fiery helicop¬ 
ter crash in Southern California on Sunday 
that took the life of Bryant, his daughter 
Gianna and seven others. And the tributes 
are continuing as well, such as the sepa¬ 
rate decisions by Dinwiddle and Ross to no 
longer wear the No. 8 that Bryant donned 
at the start of his NBA career. 

“We often search for meaning in num¬ 
bers,” Dinwiddle tweeted. 

Dinwiddle will now wear No. 26. Ross is 
going back to No. 31. The moves, evidently, 
are simply their way of saying Bryant’s 
numbers — he wore No. 8 and No. 24 for 
the Los Angeles Lakers — should be re¬ 
tired. Walker said part of the reason why 
he isn’t sure if he’ll give up the No. 8 is that 
the Celtics have a large amount of already- 
retired numbers and that would limit his 
options. 

Many coaches, including Miami’s Erik 
Spoelstra and Boston’s Brad Stevens and 
their staffs for the Heat-Celtics game in 
Miami, wore Bryant’s sneakers. 

Spoelstra, a father of two young sons, 
said he plans on buying the Kobe sneakers 
for them to wear in a few years. 

“I’m going to tell them the story of Kobe 
Bryant when they are old enough to under¬ 
stand,” Spoelstra said. 

Jayson Tatum saw all those qualities in 
Bryant. He considered him a friend, men¬ 
tor, idol, hero. 

“Everybody knows how much he meant 
to me,” Tatum said, his voice barely rising 
above a whisper, his eyes looking down 
nearly the whole time. “From somebody I 
really looked up to, and really was like my 
hero — the reason I started playing basket¬ 
ball. To becoming a friend and a mentor, 
somebody that I could talk to and help me 
out with a bunch of things on and off the 
court. It’s been a tough couple of days.” 


Commentary 

In #MeToo era, Bryant, other 
athletes often still get a pass 



Ed Andrieski/AP 


Kobe Bryant, center, during his sexual assault case in 2004. Some argued there was 
no need to dredge up accounts of the 2003 rape allegation against Bryant when he 
died suddenly in a helicopter crash Sunday. Others viewed it as another example of an 
icon being given a pass because he was a successful athlete. 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Folded conveniently into 
the narratives about his “complicated 
past” was the detail about Kobe Bryant 
that could have wrecked him. 

It was a rape allegation by a 19-year-old 
employee of a Colorado hotel. It happened 
in 2003. Some argued that making that life- 
altering detail a mere footnote to the sto¬ 
ries detailing Bryant’s life and unexpected 
death was the human thing to do on such 
an awful day. Others felt it was another ex¬ 
ample of an icon being given a pass of sorts 
because he was a successful athlete. 

While dozens of high-profile figures — 
including senators, movie producers, news 
anchors and comedians — have seen their 
careers vanquished by allegations of sex 
abuse and domestic violence, high-profile 
sports figures have skated past similar ac¬ 
cusations at a far more frequent rate. 

“We look up to them to win games,” said 
Miki Turner, a longtime journalist who is 
now a professor at USC’s Annenberg School 
for Communication and Journalism. “But 
we don’t really scrutinize their values as 
closely as we might for politicians or news 
anchors. I think there’s just a different line 
there.” 

Here’s a quick list from the recent past: 
relief pitcher Roberto Osuna, soccer star 
Cristiano Ronaldo, running back Ezekiel 
Elliott, quarterbacks Jameis Winston and 
Ben Roethlisberger, Sacramento Kings 
coach Luke Walton and Super Bowl 54- 
bound receiver Tyreek Hill of the Chiefs. 
All are among the sports stars who have 
had stomach-churning allegations leveled 
against them but have skirted mqjor reper¬ 
cussions — from their leagues, the teams, 
law enforcement or, in large part, in the 
court of public opinion. 

“There’s something about the instant 
gratification of having a game that night 
versus, say, being an actor and taking a 
year to make a movie,” said Courtney Cox, 
a former ESPN staffer who teaches a class 
on race and gender in sport at University 
of Oregon. “If (sports stars are) treated 
differently, part of that is the instant way 
they’re visible, and the way they are able 
to rectify and rebrand themselves” by the 
final buzzer of the next game. 

In other words, winning makes up for a 
lot. 

The case of troubled wide receiver An¬ 
tonio Brown could be instructive. He was 
released by the Patriots earlier this season 
when rape allegations surfaced. The NFL 
is investigating the accusations, and not 
until that is over will we know what appe¬ 
tite teams might have to sign him. 

Among the central questions in the Bry¬ 
ant story, and how his life is being remem¬ 
bered, is whether the pass he received in 
the obituaries and tributes was more about 
the passage of time than any bias toward 
him, or athletes in general. 

It’s been 17 years since the allegations. 
A good section of Bryant’s fan base either 
wasn’t born, or was barely able to under¬ 
stand the news, when reports of his case 
first surfaced. 

And yet, here we are in the #MeToo 
era, in which everyone’s past is easily re¬ 
searched on Google, and any transgres¬ 
sion or poorly thought-out meme on social 


media is not only discoverable, but has the 
potential to change the narrative for any 
celebrity. 

Allegations of sex abuse are leveled with 
greater frequency against the rich and fa¬ 
mous; more of the accusers, but certainly 
not all, are increasingly treated with great¬ 
er respect, and their complaints are being 
taken more seriously. 

“I don’t know if something like that hap¬ 
pened now, even with Kobe Bryant, if peo¬ 
ple would be as forgiving in this current 
climate,” Turner said. 

But Bryant was a sports celebrity, not a 
movie, television or media star, and that 
reality almost certainly impacts the calcu¬ 
lus, regardless of era. 

“Sometimes, it’s OK to not have a right 
answer,” Cox said. “We’re all very mor¬ 
ally righteous with our Twitter fingers. 
The idea of the black-and-whiteness of it 
all. But it’s not that easy. We grieve family 
members who had problematic pasts. But 
with athletes, it seems like we need a neat, 
tidy story even when it’s not always there.” 

For celebrities who aren’t athletes — 
don’t play a game every other night, aren’t 
as frequently accessible for the media and 
therefore don’t have as many chances to 
shift the conversation — the story lines 
aren’t as malleable. 

The torrent of allegations against movie 
producer Harvey Weinstein in 2017 
marked a turning point in the #MeToo 
era. Hollywood and, to some extent, Wash¬ 
ington, took the brunt of the blame. Bill 
Cosby, Kevin Spacey, Louis C.K., A1 Fran- 
ken. Matt Lauer, Charlie Rose and Placido 
Domingo are a small part of a list of more 
than 250 public figures in entertainment, 
politics and media who have been accused 
of wrongdoing since the start of #MeToo. 
The majority have seen their careers either 
stymied or completely brought to a halt. 

And while nobody sheds any tears about 
that, there’s an argument to be made the 
law and the public have meted out a dif¬ 
ferent kind of judgment for them than for 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger avoided major 
repercussions from the ailegations of 
rape against him in 2009. 

their brethren in sports. 

Bryant’s case was litigated both in the 
media and the courtroom. But the case 
never went to trial, and though sponsors 
cut ties with Bryant in the aftermath, his 
losses didn’t last long. Bryant walked away 
from his charges — chastened and clear¬ 
ly a changed man. He issued an apology 
through his attorney and later settled a 
civil case brought by his accuser. 

He missed a few games while attending 
hearings in the case, but the best of his ca¬ 
reer, and his life, was still to come. 

In the 17 years that followed, Bryant 
became a father of four girls and a vocal 
champion of women in sports. He became 
even better known for his alpha-male 
psyche and his uncompromising work 
ethic. To some, he is the GOAT — Great¬ 
est Of All Time — in a sport that triggers 
plenty of discussion about that title. 

But that’s not the only part of his legacy 
that’s open for debate. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/OLYMPICS 

Briefly 

Hall of Fame DE Doleman 
dies after bout with cancer 



U.S. forward Christen Press, left, attempts a shot on goal 
during the U.S. team’s 4-0 win Tuesday in Houston in a 


Michael Wyke/AP 


Haiti defender Ruthny Mathurin closes in 
I’s Olympic qualifying soccer match. 


US women shut out Haiti 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Christen Press scored the opening 
goal off a shoeless assist from Lynn Williams and 
the United States beat Haiti 4-0 on Tuesday in its 
opening match of the CONCACAF Women’s Olym¬ 
pic Qualifying tournament. 

The U.S., which won the Women’s World Cup last 
summer, extended its unbeaten streak to 24 straight 
games dating back to a loss to France a year ago. 

The goal by Press came in the second minute on 
a cross from Williams, who had lost her cleat in her 
run up the field. It was the 52nd international goal 
for Press. 

Williams added a goal in the 67th minute on a 
header off a corner kick from Megan Rapinoe. 
Lindsey Horan came off the bench and scored on 
her first touch in the 73rd minute and Carli Lloyd 
capped it off with a stoppage-time goal. 

It was the first competitive match for U.S. coach 
Vlatko Andonovski, who took over when Jill Ellis 
stepped down last year. 

Lloyd made her 15th start in Olympic qualifying, 
passing Abby Wambach for most in team history. 


Rapinoe, the reigning Ballon d’Or winner and FIFA 
World Player of the Year, played off the bench in the 
second half 

An announced crowd of 4,363 attended the game, 
which was hit in the first half by a sudden downpour 
at BBVA Compass Stadium. 

The United States looked rusty at the start and 
Haiti appeared to tie the game with a goal in the 18th 
minute, but it was called back. Then the top-ranked 
Americans simply wore down their opponents in the 
second half 

Eight teams are playing in the tournament, with 
the title match set for Feb. 9 in Carson, Calif The 
top two finishers will earn berths to the Tokyo 
Games this summer. 

The United States and Haiti were in the same 
group with Costa Rica and Panama, who played in 
the early match Tuesday. Costa Rica won 6-1. 

The US. has qualified for every Olympics since 
women’s soccer was introduced in 1996. 

Six teams have already made the field for Tokyo: 
Japan, Brazil, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Swe¬ 
den and New Zealand. 


Coronavirus affects international sports 


Associated Pres 

MINNEAPOLIS — Hall of 
Fame defensive end Chris Dole- 
man, who became one of the 
NFL’s most feared pass rushers 
during 15 seasons in the league, 
has died. He was 58. 

The Minnesota Vikings and Pro 
Football Hall of Fame president 
and CEO David Baker offered 
their condolences in separate 
statements late Tuesday night. 
There was no word on the tim¬ 
ing of Doleman’s death, but he 
had surgery in January 2018 to 
remove a brain tumor and Baker 
said he passed away “after a pro¬ 
longed and courageous battle 
against cancer.“ 

“I had the honor of getting to 
know him not only as a great 
football player but an outstand¬ 
ing human being,” Baker said. 
“One of the honors of my life was 
witnessing Chris get baptized in 
the Jordan River during a Hall of 
Fame trip to Israel. The legacy of 
Chris Doleman will live forever 
in Canton, Ohio, for generations 
to learn from how he lived a life 
of courage and character.” 

Doleman, an Indianapolis na¬ 
tive, was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2012. 

Sources: Cubs’ Bryant 
loses grievance 

All-Star third baseman Kris 
Bryant has lost his service-time 
grievance against the Chicago 
Cubs, two people with direct 
knowledge of the situation said. 

The decision provides some 
clarity for the Cubs after the situ¬ 
ation had hovered over the team 
throughout its quiet offseason. 
Bryant could be traded now that 
his status has been settled, or the 
team could keep the 2016 Nation¬ 
al League MVP. 

Bryant, who debuted on April 
17,2015, contended he was held in 
the minors in a deliberate effort 
to delay his free-agent eligibility 
and that delay violated baseball’s 
collective bargaining agreement. 
The ruling means the 28-year-old 
Bryant will be eligible for free 
agency after the 2021 season. 

Source: Baker, Astros 
close to deal 

Dusty Baker is working to fi¬ 
nalize an agreement to become 
manager of the Houston Astros, 
a person with knowledge of the 
negotiations told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday. 

The person spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

The 70-year-old Baker becomes 
the oldest manager in the big 
leagues. He takes over from AJ 
Hinch, who was fired Jan. 13 just 
an hour after he was suspended 
for the season by Mqjor League 
Baseball for his role in Houston’s 
sign-stealing scandal. 

In other baseball news: 

■ First baseman Mitch More¬ 
land is staying with the Boston 
Red Sox, agreeing to a one-year 
contract that guarantees $3 


million 

■ Former All-Star infielder 
Eduardo Nunez has agreed to a 
minor league contract with the 
New York Mets and will report to 
big league spring training. 

■ New Brewers shortstop Luis 
Urias could miss the start of the 
season after he had surgery Tues¬ 
day to repair a broken bone in his 
left hand. Urias will be sidelined 
for about eight weeks. He is ex¬ 
pected to make a full recovery 
with no lingering effects, but 
general manager David Stearns 
said he is questionable for open¬ 
ing day March 26 against the Chi¬ 
cago Cubs. 

■ The Cubs reached one-year 
deals with reliever Jeremy Jef- 
fress and outfielder Steven Souza 
Jr. Jeffress’ contract is worth 
$850,000, and the 32-year-old 
right-hander can earn an ad¬ 
ditional $200,000 in incentives. 
Souza finalized a $1 million deal 
that includes the possibility of $2 
million in bonuses based on plate 
appearances and days on the ac¬ 
tive roster. 

Suarez gets Cup ride 
2 weeks before Daytona 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Daniel 
Suarez landed a job two weeks 
before the NASCAR season be¬ 
gins when Gaunt Brothers Racing 
signed the Mexican driver for the 
No. 96 Toyota in the Cup Series. 

Suarez learned during the final 
weekend of last season in Novem¬ 
ber that Stewart-Haas Racing was 
letting him go after one season. 
Suarez also spent two seasons 
racing Cup for Joe Gibbs Racing 
before that team released him. 

Suarez won the 2016 Xfinity 
Series championship driving a 
Toyota for Gibbs but has consis¬ 
tently been knocked out of rides 
because his team needs the seat 
for another driver. 

The signing with Gaunt Broth¬ 
ers puts Suarez back with Toyota, 
which had been heavily involved 
in developing the 28-year-old na¬ 
tive of Monterrey, Mexico, before 
he spent last season in a Ford for 
Stewart-Haas. 

House supports new 
rules for horse racing 

The federal government would 
be firmly in charge of horse rac¬ 
ing in the United States under 
legislation that now has the sup¬ 
port of a m^ority of House of 
Representatives members as 
lawmakers and racing advocates 
warned Congress urgent action 
is needed to boost the sport’s sag¬ 
ging image. 

The sport is currently governed 
by a patchwork of 38 states’ laws. 

Under the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives measure, racehorses 
would be drug tested for banned 
substances by a new federal non¬ 
profit, which in turn is controlled 
by the United States Anti-Doping 
Agency. Drugs would be disal¬ 
lowed in the 24 hours leading up 
to a race. 


Associated Press 

GENEVA—Amid growing con¬ 
cern at the spread of a new virus 
outbreak in China, international 
sports have been postponed and 
Olympic qualifying tournaments 
are being taken elsewhere. 

The decision on Tuesday by the 
International Hockey Federation 
(FIH) to postpone Pro League 
games in China follows qualifiers 
for the Tokyo Olympics scheduled 
in February in soccer, basketball 
and boxing being moved outside 
of China. 

The Chinese women’s field 
hockey team was due to host Bel¬ 
gium for two games on Feb. 8-9 
in Changzhou. Those were post¬ 
poned on Tuesday by the FIH cit¬ 
ing “current uncertainties around 
the outbreak of the coronavirus 
in China.” 

The Lausanne, Switzerland- 
based governing body said it was 
“following the recommendations 
of the World Health Organiza¬ 


tion,” ahead of future matches. 
China is scheduled to host Aus¬ 
tralia for two games on March 
14-15. 

Olympic qualifying events 
scheduled in China in February to 
help decide entries for the Tokyo 
Games have also been affected in 
recent days. 

Women’s soccer and women’s 
basketball games were moved to 
Australia and Serbia. The soccer 
games had already previously 
moved from Wuhan, at the center 
of the outbreak, to Nanjing. Box¬ 
ing tournaments for the Asia and 
Oceania regions will be held in 
Jordan in March. 

The first World Cup races test¬ 
ing the mountain venue for al¬ 
pine skiing at the 2022 Beijing 
Olympics are also at risk. A men’s 
downhill is scheduled for Feb. 
15 at Yanqing to start a two-race 
weekend. 

China is also due to host track 
and field’s indoor world cham¬ 


pionships from March 13-15 in 
Nanjing. 

Tokyo Olympic organizers put 
out a generic statement on Tues¬ 
day and offered no details. 

“Countermeasures against in¬ 
fectious diseases constitute an 
important part of our plans to 
host a safe and secure games,” 
the statement said. It said Tokyo 
would “carefully monitor any in¬ 
cidence of infectious diseases and 
we will review any countermea¬ 
sures that may be necessary with 
all relevant organizations.” 

More than 100 deaths in China 
have been recorded because of 
the disease, including the first in 
Beijing. More than 4,500 cases 
reported in China include almost 
1,000 people in serious condition, 
national health authorities said. 

The coronavirus seems to 
spread less easily than SARS or 
influenza. Most cases involve 
family members and health work- 
erswho had contact with patients. 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN/NHL 



Andy Wong/AP 


Rafael Nadal reacts during his quarterfinal match against Dominic Thiem at the Australian Open on 
Wednesday. Thiem upset the No. 1 seed, winning each of his three sets in a tiebreaker. 


No. 1 Nadal upset 

Thiem shows Rafa-like game in victory; 
Halep, Muguruza advance in straight sets 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
— Outplayed at his own brand 
of physical tennis for much of 
the match, Rafael Nadal finally 
claimed a set to try to start a come¬ 
back against Dominic Thiem. 

Nadal marked the moment by 
hopping in a crouch at the base¬ 
line and vigorously pumping his 
right arm four times. 

Soon, though, he was back in 
trouble. And eventually, his bid to 
tie Roger Federer’s record of 20 
Grand Slam titles by winning the 
Australian Open was over with 
a quarterfinal loss Wednesday 
to Thiem — a younger version of 
Nadal. 

Thiem’s 7-6 (3), 7-6 (4), 4-6, 7- 
6 (6) victory over the top-seeded 
Nadal lasted 4 hours, 10 minutes 
because of so many lengthy, 
electrifying points. One rather 
memorable one featured Thiem 
stumbling onto his backside be¬ 
fore popping up and keeping the 
ball in play until Nadal made a 
mistake. 

“He’s playing with a lot of en¬ 
ergy ... (and) determination. So 
well done for him,” Nadal said. “I 
honestly didn’t play a bad match.” 

Thiem reached his fifth mqjor 
semifinal and his first mqjor semi¬ 
final somewhere other than at the 
French Open, Nadal’s domain. 

Of more significance: The out¬ 
come ended Nadal’s career-best 
streak of making at least the semi¬ 
finals at seven consecutive Grand 
Slam tournaments, a span during 
which he earned three trophies. 

“If you want to have a chance 
against him, one of the all-time 


greats, everything needs to work 
in your game,” the fifth-seeded 
Thiem said. 

Asked what he wished he’d done 
differently against Thiem, Nadal 
replied: “Win any tiebreak.” 

Thiem had been 0-5 against 
Nadal at the mqjors, including 
losses in the final at Roland Gar¬ 
ros each of the past two years. 

But this one was different. The 
defining statistic: Thiem won ex¬ 
actly twice as many points that 
featured nine or more shots, 
24-12. 

“Just an unbelievable match. 
Like, epic,” Thiem said. “A very 
high level from both of us.” 

Thiem managed to hang in there 
with Nadal on physical baseline 
exchanges, trading groundstroke 
for groundstroke and picking the 
proper spots to move forward. 

Or to describe it another way: 
Thiem was out-Nadal-ing Nadal, 
the ultimate grinder who never 
met a point that was too long or 
too grueling. 

“Even from difficult positions,” 
Nadal said, praising Thiem’s 
quickness and power, “he was 
able to produce amazing shots.” 

Thiem will play No. 7 Alexan¬ 
der Zverev on Friday for a berth 
in the title match. 

Zverev reached his first mqjor 
semifinal anywhere by overcom¬ 
ing a terrible start Wednesday and 
putting together a 1-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6- 
2 victory over three-time Grand 
Slam champion Stan Wawrinka. 

On the women’s side, Simona 
Halep and Garbine Muguruza 
— both two-time mqjor champs, 
both former No. Is — advanced 
to the semifinals with straight-set 


Scoreboard 


Australian Open 

Wednesday 

At Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
Purse: AUD71,000,000 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 
(seedings in parentheses): 

Men’s Singies 
Quarterfinais 

Alexander Zverev (7), Germany, def. 
Stan Wawrinka (15), Switzerland, 1-6, 6- 
3, 6-4, 6-2. 

Dominic Thiem (5), Austria, def. Rafaei 
Nadal (1), Spain, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (4), 4-6, 7-6 
(6). 

Women’s Singies 
Quarterfinais 

Simona Halep (4), Romania, def. Anett 
Kontaveit (28), Estonia, 6-1, 6-1. 

Garbine Muguruza, Spain, def. Anas¬ 
tasia Pavlyuchenkova (30), Russia, 7-5, 
6-3. 

Women’s Doubies 
Semifinais 

Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic, 
and Hsieh Su-wei (1), Taiwan, def. Bar- 
bora Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova 
(4), Czech Repubiic, 6-2, 6-3. 

Kristina Miadenovic, France, and 
Timea Babos (2), Hungary, def. Latisha 


Mixed Doubies 
Quarterfinais 

Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United 
States, and Jamie Murray, Britain, def. 
Zheng Saisai, China, and Joran Vliegen, 
Belgium, 6-3, 6-4. 

victories. 

Halep, who has yet to drop a set, 
needed just 53 minutes to dismiss 
Anett Kontaveit 6-1, 6-1, before 
Muguruza eliminated Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova 7-5, 6-3. 

Halep has been close before 
at Melbourne Park. She saved 
match points in the third round 
and in the semifinals in 2018 be¬ 
fore losing the final in three sets 
to Caroline Wozniacki. 

“It’s the opposite this year. It’s 
better, though. I feel with more 
energy going to the semifinals. 
I feel more confident. I feel my 
game,” she said. “All in all. I’m 
confident.” 

Unseeded at a m^or for the 
first time since 2014, Muruguza 
is in the Australian semis for the 
first time and in the last four at 
a Grand Slam for the first time 
since the 2018 French Open, 
when she lost to eventual cham¬ 
pion Halep. 


NHL roundup 


Perron helps Blues 
beat Flames in SO 


Associated Press 

CALGARY, Alberta — For 
David Perron, Calgary has be¬ 
come his home away from home. 

Up against a team he’s always 
thrived against and in a building 
he enjoys playing in. Perron had 
a goal and an assist in regula¬ 
tion and added a shootout goal to 
help the St. Louis Blues beat the 
Calgary Flames 5-4 on Tuesday 
night. 

Perron has 17 goals in 39 ca¬ 
reer games against the Flames, 
includings 12 goals in 20 games at 
the Scotiabank Saddledome. 

“I like the old barn, maybe. I 
don’t know,” said Perron, when 
asked about his success histori¬ 
cally against Calgary. “I always 
have fun coming up to Canada 
and playing here, even when I 
was back with the Oilers.” 

Alex Steen, Jaden Schwartz 
and Zach Sanford also scored in 
regulation for the Blues, who got 
their first win in the tiebreaker 
in four games this season. Jordan 
Binnington stopped 27 shots. 

Sean Monahan scored twice, 
and Matthew Tkachuk and Mark 
Jankowski also had goals for the 
Flames. 

The Flames were 3-for-3 on 
the power play during regulation, 
and got a fourth man-advantage 
in overtime, but squandered it. 

Senators 5, Sabres 2: Mike 
Reilly scored the go-ahead goal 
8:48 into the third period, and Ot¬ 
tawa snapped a seven-game road 
skid. 

Tyler Ennis had a goal and as¬ 
sist and Jean-Gabriel Pageau also 
scored for the Senators, who had 
gone 0-4-3 on the road since a 5-2 
win at Edmonton on Dec. 4. 

Sabres captain Jack Eichel 
scored his career-best 29th of the 
season and Sam Reinhart also 
scored for Buffalo. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Florida 

Toronto 

Buffalo 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

51 29 10 12 70 169 135 

29 15 5 63 177 140 


Washington 
Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Islanders 
Columbus 
Carolina 
Philadelphia 
N.Y. Rangers 
New Jersey 


49 28 16 5 

50 26 17 - 

50 22 21 

51 22 22 

50 18 23 

51 12 35 . __ 

Metropoiitan Division 


61 183 163 
59 181 167 
51 147 157 
51 157 161 
45 138 169 
28 109 199 


.. 29 15 

51 27 16 

50 29 18 

50 27 17 

48 23 21 

49 18 24 


63 143 132 
62 138 130 
61 159 132 
60 158 150 
50 158 159 
43 130 176 


Western Conference 


St. Louis 
Colorado 

Chicago 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 


Vancouver 
Calgary 
Edmonton 
Arizona 
Vegas 
San Jose 
Anaheim 
Los Angeles 


49 28 17 4 

51 24 21 6 

51 25 22 4 

50 23 21 6 

48 22 19 7 

Pacific Division 


70 164 U_ 
62 179 143 
60 128 122 
54 155 161 
54 152 160 
52 156 166 
51 158 159 

60 165 150 
58 139 152 
57 155 153 


51 22 25 4 48 134 169 
49 19 25 5 43 124 154 
. 50 18 27 5 41 125 158 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Washington 4, Montreal 2 
New Jersey 4, Ottawa 3, SO 
Dallas 3, Tampa Bay 2, OT 
Toronto 5, Nashville 2 
Vancouver 3, St. Louis 1 
San Jose 4, Anaheim 2 

Tuesday’s games 
Ottawa 5, Buffalo 2 
St. Louis 5, Calgary 4, SO 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Dallas 
Nashville at Washington 
Arizona at Anaheim 
Calgary at Edmonton 
Tampa Bay at Los Angeles 
Vancouver at San Jose 

Thursday’s games 
Montreal at Buffalo 
Nashville at New Jersey 
Los Angeles at Arizona 

Friday’s games 
Detroit at N.Y. Rangers 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh 
Vegas at Carolina 
Washington at Ottawa 
Boston at Winnipeg 
St. Louis at Edmonton 
Tampa Bay at Anaheim 



Jeff McIntosh, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Blues' Ryan O'Reilly, right, celebrates with David Perron after 
scoring in the shootout against the Calgary Flames on Tuesday. 
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SUPER BOWL 


Stadium renovation 
led to Miami's return 

Super Bowl returns to city for 11th time after 10-year hiatus 


By Steven Wine 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — It’s appropriate the Super 
Bowl to end droughts is Miami-bound. 

The Kansas City Chiefs are playing 
in the game for the first time in 50 years 
against the San Francisco 49ers, who have 
a chance to win their first NFL title in 25 
years. And the game is returning to Miami 
for the first time in a decade, lured back 
after a stadium renovation costing more 
than $550 million. 

The Who wouldn’t recognize the sta¬ 
dium. They performed at halftime the last 
time the Super Bowl took place in Miami, 
in 2010. 

Now the game is back for the 11th time, 
the most of any city, as the NFL concludes 
its centennial season on Feb. 2. 

“We’re thrilled to be back in Miami,” 
said Peter O’Reilly, NFL executive vice 
president of league events and club busi¬ 
ness development. “It feels like the right 
way to finish this 100th season, because 
we’ve had so many great games here.” 

Miami is where Vince Lombardi won his 
final NFL title in the second Super Bowl, 
and where Joe Namath delivered on his 
guarantee, and where Peyton Manning 
and Drew Brees won their first champion¬ 
ship rings. 

But the Dolphins’ stadium, which opened 
in 1987, needed a significant makeover to 
remain part of the Super Bowl rotation. 
Team owner Stephen Ross, who also owns 
the stadium, spent his own money on the 
multiyear renovation. 

“The Super Bowl would not be here had 
it not been for massive private investment 
by the Dolphins,” said Rolando Aedo, an 
executive with the Greater Miami Conven¬ 
tion and Visitors Bureau. 

Ten years between Super Bowls matched 
the longest such stretch for Miami. 

“It was painful,” said Rodney Barreto, 
chairman of the Miami Super Bowl Host 
Committee. “But all credit to Stephen 
Ross, who wrote the big check to modern¬ 
ize the stadium.” 

Upgrades included new seats, suites, 
concessions, bathrooms, pedestrian bridg¬ 
es and tunnels, and a canopy to protect 
spectators from sun and rain. 

New trees and plazas transformed the 
grounds into much more than a parking 
lot, and the complex is now the home of the 
Miami Open tennis tournament. The sta¬ 
dium in the suburb of Miami Gardens also 
plays host to the college football champion¬ 
ship, Miami Hurricanes games, interna¬ 
tional soccer matches and concerts. 

“It’s maybe the only place in the world 
where you can see Patrick Mahomes, Ser¬ 
ena Williams, Lionel Messi and Jay-Z all in 
the same venue,” said Tom Garfinkel, the 
Dolphins’ president and CEO. 

While the stadium looks different from 
10 years ago, when Brees and the Saints 
beat Manning and the Colts in the title 
game, the Super Bowl has changed, too. 

Opening night will be Monday at Mar¬ 
lins Park, Super Bowl LIVE is a free fan 
event in downtown Miami’s Bayfront Park 
and a three-night music festival is planned 
at the Heat’s arena. Those events didn’t 
exist a decade ago. 

In addition, the Super Bowl Experience 
will turn the Miami Beach Convention 
Center into an amusement park. 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Grow lights cover a portion of the grass 
field inside Hard Rock Stadium Tuesday. 


It feels like 
the right way 
to finish this 
100th season, 
because weVe 
had so many 
great games 
here. ^ 

Peter O'Reilly 

NFL executive VP 


“There are so many things to do even 
if you’re not in the stadium on game day,” 
O’Reilly said. “The week has evolved a lot 
since 2010. It has really become a nine-day 
celebration leading up to the game.” 

Miami has changed, too. The weather 
may be hotter and the traffic worse than 10 
years ago, but there has also been a revival 
of downtown and surrounding neighbor¬ 
hoods. There are new museums and condo 
towers, and huge 
construction 
cranes dot the 
skyline. 

“We ur¬ 
banized our 
downtown,” 
Barretto said. 
“Ten years ago 
you wouldn’t 
see people out 
after 8 at night. 
Now at 11 at 
night, you see 
them walking 
their dogs. 
“These 
neighborhoods 

that were in their infancy 10 years ago now 
have nightlife. And Miami Beach is still 
Miami Beach.” 

Word will spread — the NFL has accred¬ 
ited more than 6,000 media from about 25 
countries. 

“There’s always lot of discussion about 
economic impact, but the amount of cov¬ 
erage around the globe is priceless,” Aedo 
said. “And Miami, more than any other 
US. city, is global.” 

Miami is also a playground for the 
wealthy, who will bring their private jets to 
town and make up much of the crowd on 
Super Sunday. 

“It’s corporate America; it’s not Joe 
Football Fan,” Barreto said. “There will be 
hardcore football fans there, but this will 
be m^or corporations entertaining their 
top partners and salespeople. Its like an 
open checkbook, the money being spent.” 

Everyone involved in hosting next week’s 
game agrees that 10 years without a Super 
Bowl is too long. 

Garfinkel laughed when asked about 
Miami’s chances of landing the February 
2025 game, the next one to be awarded by 
the NFL. 

“We’ll definitely put our name in the hat 
when the time comes,” Garfinkel said. “We 
want to put on a good show first.” 



WiLFREDO Lee/ap 

San Francisco 49ers head coach Kyle Shanahan was the offensive coordinator for the 
Atlanta Falcons when they blew a 28-3 lead in the 2017 Super Bowl. 


After blown Super Bowl, 
Shanahan faces scrutiny 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif — Kyle Shana¬ 
han’s play calls from his first trip to the 
Super Bowl as an offensive coordinator 
have been heavily scrutinized. 

That’s to be expected after Shanahan’s 
Falcons blew a 28-3 lead to the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots and lost in overtime three 
years ago in part because Atlanta was un¬ 
able to run out the clock or add to the lead. 

Shanahan is back in the title game as 
head coach for the San Francisco 49ers. 
That’s led to a rehashing of that game in 
Houston even if Shanahan has put it far be¬ 
hind him. 

“Not much at all anymore, to tell you the 
truth,” he said this week when asked if he 
still goes over that game. “You do it every 
second. The days after were real tough. 
Losing a Super Bowl is extremely tough 
for everybody, especially when you lose 
one when you have a 28-3 lead. The way it 
came down on me personally, I didn’t react 
to that, the way people would expect, be¬ 
cause there were definitely parts in that 
Super Bowl that I would love to have back 
and stuff I was very hard on myself, but the 
whole narrative of if I would’ve just ran it, 
we would’ve won. I know that wasn’t the 
case.” 

Shanahan said there’s just one play call 
he’d like to have back from that day and 
it’s not calling for a third-down pass mid¬ 


way through the fourth quarter that led to 
a sack-fumble that allowed the Patriots to 
make it a one-possession game. 

The call he’d like back came on the next 
drive after the Falcons had used two long 
pass plays to move the ball down to the 
New England 22 with less than five min¬ 
utes left. 

Three straight runs could have forced 
the Patriots to burn their timeouts and led 
to a field goal that would have given Atlanta 
an 11-point lead that might have been too 
much for even Tom Brady to overcome. 

But after losing a yard on a first-down 
run, Shanahan called for a pass play that 
he still regrets. 

“They played a different coverage, didn’t 
get the call I wanted so I didn’t like the 
call,” he said. “I was hoping we could just 
get rid of it, but they had a pretty good rush 
and got a sack.” 

Now backed up to the 35, Shanahan 
called for another pass to get back into 
field-goal range on third down only to have 
a 9-yard gain negated by a holding penalty. 
An incompletion on third down led to a 
punt from the 45, setting up Brady’s game- 
tying drive. 

Now the coordinator who called one 
too many pass plays in his first trip to the 
Super Bowl is back to the title game as a 
head coach with one of the most run-domi¬ 
nant play scripts in NFL history. 

The Niners have run the ball 89 times 
the past two games. 


Huge playoff comebacks 


32 

The then-Houston 
Oilers led the Buffalo 
Bills 35-3, a 32-point 
advantage, in the 
1993 AFC wild-card 
game before losing 
41-38 in overtime. 


25 

The Atlanta Falcons 
led the New England 
Patriots 28-3 before 
the Pats won 34-28 
in overtime in the 
2017 Super Bowl, 
overcoming a 25- 
point deficit. 


24 

The Kansas City 
Chiefs rallied from a 
24-0 deficit in the 
AFC divisional round 
this season to defeat 
the Flouston Texans 
51-31 in regulation. 


SOURCE: NFL.com 
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Mahomes relies on more than his arm 


Kansas City quarterback capable 
of beating foes with his legs, too 



Ed Zurga/AP 


The Chiefs’ Patrick Mahomes runs for a touchdown as Tennessee Titans defensive tackie DaQuan Jones 
tries to bring him down during the first haif of the AFC championship game. 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
atrick Mahomes was 
just trying to run out of 
bounds, not make the 
kind of shake-your-head, 
what-did-he-just-do play that will 
be shown on highlight reels for 
as long as the Kansas City Chiefs 
are in existence. 

It was late in the second quar¬ 
ter of the AFC championship 
game, and the Chiefs were trail¬ 
ing Tennessee 17-14. Mahomes 
had already marched them near¬ 
ly the length of the field, giving 
Kansas City at worst a chance 
for a tying field goal, when he 
scrambled from the pocket and 
headed toward the sideline with 
every intention of avoiding any 
kind of hit. 

Then he made a defender miss 
and saw nobody in front of him, 
so he turned upheld instead. Ma¬ 
homes barreled toward the goal 
line and right over one defender, 
then spun away from two more, 
and crashed into the end zone for 
the go-ahead score. 

The momentum of his TD run 
spurred the Chiefs to two more 
fourth-quarter touchdowns and a 
35-24 victory, and into their first 
Super Bowl in 50 years. And the 
play itself showcased why de¬ 
fending Mahomes is so difficult: 
Even when his pass catchers are 


covered, the young quarterback 
can still beat opponents on the 
ground. 

“They have the ultimate re¬ 
spect for him,” Chiefs coach 
Andy Reid said of defenses, “and 
they’re doubling our guys. You’re 
not just getting one guy double 
but two, and the defensive line is 
trying to sack him. So if he makes 
one guy miss, it’s over. He has all 
this running space. We’ve seen 
that the last couple weeks. For 
him to be able to see it, decipher it 
and go — it’s just part of the game 
for him. You don’t have to tell him 
anything that he doesn’t already 
know.” 

Except maybe to slide. That 
has been a work in progress, and 
Mahomes has been much more 
savvy about getting down before 
taking a big hit. But he wasn’t 
going to do that in the AFC title 
game, when a trio of Titans were 
all that stood between him and 
the end zone after a 27-yard high¬ 
light-reel scramble. 

“As I got to the sideline,” he 
recalled last week, “I realized I 
could cut up. I was running down 
the sideline and I knew we had 
two timeouts, so I might as well 
try to cut it back. I cut it back, and 
luckily I was able to hold on to the 
ball and get into the end zone.” 

It was the kind of improvisa- 
tional play that could come in 
handy against the San Francisco 


49ers’ stingy defense in the Super 
Bowl, and the kind of play that 
Mahomes might not have been 
able to make for much of this 
season. 

Mahomes has led the Chiefs 
in rushing in each of their two 
wins, setting career highs each 
time. The big run against the 
Titans was about half of his 53- 
yard total, and his total was just 
16 yards shy of what bruising Ti¬ 


tans running back Derrick Henry 
managed against the revamped 
Kansas City rush defense. 

The Chiefs certainly would pre¬ 
fer their running backs—Damien 
Williams, Darwin Thompson and 
LeSean McCoy — do most of the 
heavy lifting in the ground game 
against San Francisco. But they 
aren’t about to curtail Mahomes’ 
competitive fire, even when it 
manifests itself in running the 


ball — and especially when it 
seems to be working. 

“His understanding of space 
and understanding of coverage 
is incredible,” offensive tackle 
Mitchell Schwartz said. “Most 
guys look at a play, ‘Oh, that’s 
good. Let’s do that.’ But he under¬ 
stands coverages and, ‘We can do 
this because this guy is here and 
we can exploit him.’ It’s pretty 
awesome.” 



Loose: Chiefs know when to put silliness aside 



Charlie Riedel/A P 


Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce is one of the 
biggest characters on the teams and his 
fashion sense reflects it. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

some type of way to get the upper hand on 
somebody else.” 

The pickup games illustrate a few points 
about the Chiefs team preparing to play 
in its first Super Bowl in 50 years: It has 
a fierce competitive streak that permeates 
the entire roster, whether it’s on the field 
or off; the players genuinely like being 
around each other, even when they could 
leave during the lunch hour; and perhaps 
most of all, they have a loosey-goosey na¬ 
ture despite the pressure-cooker business 
and high-stakes nature of professional 
football. 

That last point could serve them well as 
they deal with a week of media engage¬ 
ments, countless parties and distractions, 
and ultimately the strain that comes with 
prepping for their big game against the 
San Francisco 49ers on Sunday. 

“The unique thing about this group is 
that they don’t complain about anything,” 
Chiefs coach Andy Reid said. “When they 
need to cut it loose and have fun, they cut it 
loose. But when they’re at practice, they’re 
all business.” 

It wasn’t always that way. 

Less than a decade ago, under the failed 
tenures of general manager Scott Pioli and 
coach Todd Haley, the feeling in the locker 
room on a random Wednesday during the 
season was downright oppressive. Smiles 
were few, laughter even more rare, and the 
stress and tension that the Chiefs seemed 
to carry with them was almost palpable. 

Romeo Crennel tried to lighten the mood 


a bit during his only season in charge, but 
it’s hard to be lighthearted in the midst of 
a 2-14 season marked by as much off-the- 
field turmoil as there were issues between 
the lines. 

It wasn’t until Reid showed up from 
Philadelphia that things changed. He gave 
his players broad 
freedom to express 
themselves, whether 
that meant the way 
they dressed or how 
they acted or even 
where they spent 
their free time. All 
Reid asked was 
that they stay out of 
trouble, set a good 
example and take 
care of business 
when it was time to 
get serious. 

“There’s a certain 
way we handle op¬ 
portunities like this 
where we’re in front 
of the media,” Kelce 
said during the 
team’s pre-practice 
availability Tuesday, “but he wants you to 
be yourself and that’s the best thing you 
can do in his position is let you be yourself, 
how you’re most comfortable.” 

Kelce is one of the biggest characters on 
the team — remember his reality TV show, 
“Catching Kelce?” He often wears outland¬ 
ish outfits and his fashion sense is, to put it 


mildly, unique. But Kelce also exemplifies 
the almost uncanny way the Chiefs can flip 
a switch from silly to serious, as evidenced 
by his four consecutive 1,000-yard receiv¬ 
ing seasons. 

The Chiefs showed their appreciation 
for their coach — and the way he treats 
them — when they donned his trademark 
Hawaiian-style shirt for the trip to Miami. 
Other teams might deplane the week before 
the Super Bowl wearing suits and an all¬ 
business attitude, but the Chiefs bounced 
across the tarmac as if they were headed 
to Disney World. 

“Coach is an awesome dude to play for. 
He is 100 percent in this whole thing with 
us,” Chiefs left tackle Eric Fisher said. “A 
big part of why we’re here is we want to 
succeed for him. He puts in so much work 
every day in making us successful, and 
making sure we do good. The least we can 
do is give him our all.” 

Reid has a natural habit of deflecting 
such plaudits, so it’s no surprise that he 
pointed to the players themselves as the 
reason the Chiefs are such a tight-knit 
group. 

“When you get them all together,” Reid 
said, “they all kind of feed off each other. 
That is kind of this age, this time of life, 
at this time, being 2020. This is how it has 
evolved since I came in the league. We were 
barely getting cell phones back then. Now, 
you give them a break so that they can be 
on the cell phone. It’s a different world. 

“But they do have a great personality,” 
the coach added with a smile. 


When they 
need to cut 
it loose and 
have fun, 
they cut it 
loose. But 
when they’re 
at practice, 
they’re all 
business. ^ 

Andy Reid 

Chiefs head coach 
on his players’ 
ability to separate 
work from fun 
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Nadal bounced 

Top seed ousted by Thiem 
at Australian Open » Page 21 





Loose locker-room culture 
helps spur Chiefs’ success 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

MIAMI 

f you’re planning to walk through 
the middle of the Kansas City 
Chiefs locker room between lunch 
and their usual afternoon practice, 
you might want to grab someone’s 
shoulder pads and helmet and brace for 
impact. 

There’s a good chance you’ll find your¬ 
self in the middle of a pickup basketball 
game involving 300-pound linemen. 


It’s a scene that plays out daily during 
the regular season, big bodies banging into 
each other as defensive tackles Chris Jones 
and Khalen Saunders try to post up under 
the hoop — hung just over the doorway 
leading into the showers. Usually, team¬ 
mates will gather around them, playing 
the dual role of vocal fans and even more 
vocal referees. 

“When you check in, it’s nonstop compe¬ 
tition,” Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce ex¬ 
plained this week. “Guys are always trying 
to play some type of game or compete in 

SEE LOOSE ON PAGE 23 
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